5 July 1997 e Hebron, Israel. Near the Oak of Mamre, 
under which the patriarch Abraham and his faithful wife 
Sarai received a visitation of the Triune God under the form 
of three “young men”, the “peace-loving” Soviet Church 
(the Moscow Patriarchate) once again revealed its true na- 
ture. According to the report of Archimandrite Bartho- 
lomew, at about 5:30am EST, military vehicles of the Pales- 
tinian Military Authority pulled up at the monastery gates in 
Hebron and demanded that the residents of our monastery 
leave it immediately. When Igumen Andronik asked for 
their documents, they refused to show them. The members 
of the brotherhood refused to accede to the demand of the 
soldiers. The monks were awaiting the return of the Head of 
the Ecclesiastical Mission, who had gone with Abbess Juli- 
ana into town to buy groceries. Some hour and a half later, 
the soldiers used force, broke the locks, and occupied the 
premises of the monastery. When the Head of the Mission 
arrived soon after, he was refused entry into the monastery 
building. When he attempted to enter the Church of the 
Holy Trinity, he was forcibly ejected. At that time he at- 
tempted to obtain the release of the brotherhood of the mon- 
astery, who had been detained by the soldiers. All were 
finally allowed to leave, except elderly Monk George, who 
has lived there for over 40 years. Fr. George is very ill, and 
there has been no way of obtaining further information 
about his condition. 

The Palestinian military was followed by a car with 
the “new abbot” — Igumen Guniy, appointed by the Mos- 
cow Patriarchate, at whose request the Palestinian authori- 
ties handed over our Hebron monastery and property. 

During all of these events, representatives of the Mos- 
cow Patriarchate were present: the chief of their Mission, 
Archimandrite Theodosius; hieromonk Guriy and a few 
nuns from the Gomensky monastery. A representative of 
the Russian consulate also observed the proceedings. 
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The modus operandi of the Palestinian police was 
quite simple and sufficiently cruel. At first they broke 
open the locked doors of the monks’ living quarters; the 
monks were ordered to take their belongings and get out. 
Then the atmosphere became increasingly tense: women 
police arrived to remove the nuns. The police were told in 
no uncertain terms that we would not abandon the monas- 
tery, that we would not leave the property of our Russian 
Orthodox Church Outside Russia. 

With the arrival of one of the highest-ranked police- 
men, who screamed at our nuns and used foul language, 
events began to take on a cruel character: they started to 
drag all of us out into the street by our hands, by our feet; 
and when we attempted to resist by hanging on to some- 
thing, they began to beat us. 

Abbess Juliana was dragged along the floor by police- 
women, full of hatred. Her head was hit a few times upon 
stone steps. She was hospitalized for three days, her body in 
bruises from pummeling and with pains in her head. 

The nun Natalia was beaten in the stomach by police- 
women, who were assisted in this by policemen, hitting 
her head against a wall. The monk Anempodist and the 
novice Vladislav were handcuffed, their hands twisted 
tightly behind their back. Vladislav was also thrown to the 
ground and kicked, then thrown onto the floor of a police 
vehicle. Those who attempted to break away from the 
police so as to assist their brutalized friends had their 
hands bent, and were shoved into a car. 

Thus was accomplished “a gift-giving” to the 
Moscow Patriarchate by the leadership of the Palestinian 
Autonomy. Thus was revealed the true image of the lead- 
ership of the Moscow Patriarchate upon whose orders 
was accomplished this seizure; and violence against un- 
armed monks and sisters. 

Cable Network News (CNN) headlined its story: 

(cont'd inside) 


“White Church Loses Monastery to Red Church”, report- 
ing that: 

“In a city where violent religious disputes are com- 
monplace, the only Christian property has become the site 
of one of the more unusual skirmishes. 

“The [Monastery of Abraham’s Oak in Hebron] was 
recently taken from the control of the so-called White Rus- 
sian Church, which traces its lineage back to the Czars, [and 
given over] to monks and nuns loyal to Moscow’s so-called 
Red Patriarchy, which has been the official Russian church 
since the Bolshevik revolution 80 years ago. 

“Absolutely properly, the Palestinian Authority has 
transferred this land to its legal owners, the Russian church 
and the Russian people,’ said Red Russian monk Alexander. 

“The monastery is in an area controlled by Yasser 
Arafat's Palestinian authority, and the monks and nuns 
who were forced to leave insist that they were badly 
manhandled. 

“We were told you have to leave because this man 
has to come here, says Mother Superior Juliana. ‘This 
man was from the red church. They put me on the floor 
and they dragged me like a sack of potatoes, a nun said. 
A monk says that another monk was knocked to the 
ground, handcuffed and beaten” 

[The Palestinians and the representatives of the MP, 
of course, deny that any violence was used.] 


The Synod of Bishops of the ROCOR has requested that 
all the faithful be insistent not only in their prayers on behalf 
of the displaced monastics, but also that they undertake to 
write or telephone senators and representatives as they are 
able (especially those on the Appropriations and Foreign Af 
fairs committees), urging them to assist in recovering the ille- 
gally seized property, which has been in the hands of the 
Church Abroad since the Russian Revolution of 1917. Need- 
less to say, this seizure is almost certainly only an opening 
salvo in the newest attempt of the Soviet Church to destroy 
the legitimate voice of Russian Orthodoxy. 

In a subsequent press release, the Synod of Bishops 
notes that “on Wednesday, July 16, members of the 
Synodal Commission went to Gaza City for continuation 
of talks concerning the resolution of the question of the 
illegal seizure of the Holy Trinity (Abraham’s Oak) Mon- 
astery in Hebron. 

“The Commission, headed by Archbishop Mark of 
Germany, met with Dr. Nabeel A. Shaath, Minister of 
Planning and International Cooperation, designated by 
President Arafat to resolve the Hebron dispute; Mr. Abu 
Middain, Minister of Justice, and Isam R. Shawwa, Chief 
of Cabinet and Advisor to Dr. Shaath. Nabeel Shaath 
opened the talks by stating that the Palestine Authority is 
eager to resolve this problem as soon as possible and in a 
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mutually agreeable and peaceful manner. 

Archbishop Mark firmly reiterated the Church's de- 
mand for the return to the status quo in Hebron prior to the 
July 5 illegal seizure of the Hebron monastery. After further 
discussions both ministers unequivocally admitted that the 

(cont'd on back cover) 
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HOLY HIEROCONFESSOR ALEXANDER OF OMSK 


The priest of the Orthodox Tikhonite 
Church, Hieromonk Alexander, in the world 
Afanasy Vasilyevich Orlov, was born in 1878 in 
Vologda province in the family of Protopriest 
Vasily, who served in one parish for 50 years. His 
mother, who was called Olga, was a deeply believ- 
ing Christian. There were six brothers and one sis- 
ter in the family. All the brothers and the brother- 
in-law were priests. Father Alexander was the 
youngest in the family. The Lord placed the mark 
of his grace on the youngest son of this noble spiri- 
tual family from his youngest years—Afanasy 
refused to eat meat from the age of five. 

He went to study in a theological seminary. 
Now atheism spread widely among schoolchildren 
and seminarians in those years, and Afanasy fell 
into its nets. He wanted to go and study at the 
medical faculty. But this was not hidden from the 
attentive eye of his believing mother. On her 
deathbed—she died at the age of 56—she said to 
him: “Leave your atheist comrades, change your 
character and God will not abandon you.” 

The death of Afanasy’s mother had been ex- 
actly prophesied by a fool-for-Christ, which made 
a strong impression on him. The impression was 
the stronger in that a good provincial doctor who 
visited the sick woman had said that she would re- 
cover. But she did not. 

After the death of his mother Afanasy began to 
become interested in theology, the philosophical 
approach to religion, the doctrine of the immor- 


tality of the soul and life after death. But he was. 


burdened by the fact that he had been so attracted 
by atheist ideas, and he was constantly pursued by 
the thought: “You will not be forgiven.” The 
thought gnawed at his brain: “If you wish to re- 
ceive forgiveness, offer yourself as a sacrifice to 
God.” 

And in despair he decided to commit suicide. 
His nearest relatives did not let him out of their 
sight and followed him day and night. Many 
priests tried to convince Afanasy to abandon his 
plan, but without success. He took a raw thong 
from a harness, put his head into the noose. And 


when he stepped off the stool—a fiery streak of 
lightning flashed before his eyes, and for the rest of 
his life he remembered the voice which he heard at 
that moment: “Now you are mine. There is no 
repentance in the grave.” 

And then he heard the powerful laugh of the 
devil. 

Only after he heard these words did he change 
his decision and repent. He came to on the floor— 
the end of the raw thong was swaying on the ceil- 
ing, and the noose hung round his neck. On hear- 
ing the noise his relatives ran up. His godfather, 
who was a priest, confessed him and gave him 
communion. He sincerely repented and the 
thought of suicide never again entered his head. 
Another priest, a friend of his father’s, said to him: 
“Afanasy, Satan told you the truth—there is no re- 
pentance in the grave. But you are not yet in the 
grave, and you can still repent.” 

Afanasy placed upon himself a strict fast and 
intensified his prayer. He graduated from the 
seminary and took up a three-year practical as a 
psalm-reader in a small parish where there were 
few services—only every Sunday. Since he was 
knowledgeable in medicine, he worked to counter 
epidemics of typhus and dysentery. 

In 1915, during the First World War, he went 
to the front as a volunteer, serving as a regimental 
priest. With a cross in his hand he would go in 
front of the soldiers into battle for the Faith, the 
Tsar and the Fatherland. His fearlessness, untiring 
service and flaming faith attracted the soldiers. 

At the defence of Yakibstadt bridgehead, Fr. 
Alexander did not allow the sappers to blow up the 
bridge until all the soldiers and the numerous 
wounded had been transported across from the 
German side of the river, for the water of the river 
was cold and swift-flowing. The soldiers then met 
and decreed that Fr. Alexander should be given the 
George cross. 

He was three years at the front, and fell into 
captivity for three months, but managed to escape. 
He did not go home, but returned to the front. He 
went into the trenches with his cross and words of 
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encouragement, and he gave sermons. For his 
faithful service he was awarded with a gramota and 
golden cross by his Majesty Tsar Nicholas II, 
which he was to receive personally from the Tsar. 
However, the arrest of the Tsar in 1917 prevented 
this. 

After the revolution Fr. Alexander received no 
salary. However, the older soldiers tried to per- 
suade him not to leave. And he remained until the 
front was liquidated, saying: “Dear ones, it’s a 
shame to break one’s oath.” 

In 1918 he returned from the front and took 
up a position in Gribtsovo, Vologda province. His 
parish consisted of widely scattered villages and a 
church near a river. There was a bell-tower with 
one bell weighing 450 pounds, a second—150, 
and a third—80. There were always many parish- 
ioners. On the eve of Sundays and feasts, Fr. Alex- 
ander introduced all-night vigils, which were fol- 
lowed by choir rehearsals with everyone chanting. 
He also introduced discussions outside the ser- 
vices: explanations of the Creed, the command- 
ments of the Law of God, Church history, expla- 
nations of prayers and answers to parishioners 
questions. 

Fr. Alexander reminisced about this period: “I 
felt myself an irredeemable debtor before the Lord 
for my previous sins, lack of faith and the sins of 
my youth—in gratitude to the Lord for His mercy 
towards me in the war and in captivity. I was 
young, my voice was strong, I did not get tired 
easily. I often had to speak on the subject of athe- 
ism, and to discuss the reality of the personality of 
Jesus Christ. I considered it my duty to acquaint 
my parishioners with the great scientists who had 
believed in God. 

At this time the Law of God was forbidden in 
schools, so Fr. Alexander tried to speak more 
about the reality of God. This did not please the 
atheists. In the provincial newspaper they began to 
slander him and throw mud at him. It became still 
more difficult for Fr. Alexander to serve in his par- 
ish. The authorities sought the slightest excuse to 
arrest him, they imposed insupportable taxes on 
him and forbade him to preach. 

Once a group of agitators came to the village 


soviet and posted a notice ordering the villagers to 
appear at a debate. The old superior refused to 
speak at the debate, but Fr. Alexander decided to 
do so. He used what he had himself read and what 
he had heard in a debate in 1921 between 
Vvedensky and Lunacharsky against the atheists. 
The agitators could produce nothing in reply and 
the senior member of the collective began to 
shout: “Arrest him...!” 

“Everything you have is based on force, not on 
right,” said Fr. Alexander fervently, “and not on 
facts or logic. A bear has got still more force—he 
can beat up whomever he wants.” 

Fr. Alexander went home and the peasants dis- 
persed—they didn’t want to listen to one-sided 
atheism. 

Two weeks later they arrested him while he 
was paying a visit with his wife. He was brought to 
the village soviet under the guard of a policeman. 
This was on Cheesefare Saturday, and there were 
many people in the street. The people gathered at 
the village soviet and began to demand the release 
of the priest. The president of the soviet sum- 
moned a detachment of red-army men. 

“The pope [że. priest] has stirred up the whole 
district in rebellion,” he said. 

They were sounding the bell for the all-night 
vigil, and some of the people went into the 
church. It became quieter on the street; they said 
that Fr. Alexander would be taken out the next 
day. However, during the service they took him 
out of the village, and then forced him to go the 
whole way by foot. Snow was falling heavily, the 
convoy were travelling on wooden-sledges, while 
he walked behind them for 50 kilometers along 
the snowy road. The red-army men whipped up 
the horse, and forced him to run. Later it turned 
out that they had been given the order to shoot 
him while he was supposedly trying to run away. 

First he was put into a common cell in the 
Kandakovsk prison. The investigators interro- 
gated him, constantly coming back to the same 
accusation: “He went round the parishes and vil- 
lages conducting discussions.” 

But this was not true—he gave sermons only 
in the church. The investigator demanded that he 
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confess to that, and that would be the end of the 
matter. But this would have meant that they could 
drag off any villager who had let him conduct a 
discussion in his house. The interrogations were 
often carried out with rifle-butts. 

Fr. Alexander exposed their coarseness and 
then refused to give any evidence before a drunken 
investigator. They sent him to the GPU in the pro- 
vincial capital of Vologda, and from there to a 
revolutionary tribunal. The interrogations began 
again, with yet more accusations—there were now 
18 points in all. The president of the revolutionary 
tribunal accused him of mocking the soldiers in 
the war. In rebuttal of this accusation Fr. Alex- 
ander produced his George cross. Then they ac- 
cused him of conducting anti-semitic propaganda 
against the Jews. But Fr. Alexander had not a 
single Jew in his parish. And at the front he had 
even defended the Jews, for which they had given 
him a present—a sacred book in Russian and He- 
brew with a silver plaque and the inscription: “To 
the highly respected priest of the 237th 
Graiboronsky regiment, from the Jews of this regi- 
ment”. They asked to see the book, and it served as 


a proof of the truthfulness of Fr. Alexander’s 


evidence. 

Throughout the Great Fast until Palm Sunday, 
Fr. Alexander was constantly being brought under 
armed guard from his solitary cell to interroga- 
tions in various parts of the city. He was not al- 
lowed parcels from home. However, the day after 
seeing the procurator he was given back his clothes 
and documents and allowed to return to his par- 
ish. He served the services of Holy Week and met 
the Day of the Resurrection with joy. 

“That Pascha was especially joyful,” he said, 
“for my family, for me and for the parishioners. 
Their petitions, even as far as the centre, had been 
crowned with success. By the mercy of God I, too, 
was resurrected!” 

The people were very well disposed towards 
him, they stood up for him through thick and thin 
in the conflicts with the atheist authorities. 

The workers of the MVD watched his every 
step and in the end their head declared: “We need 


you.” 


And they began to threaten him with prison 
and execution by shooting for his fierce sermons 
against atheism. 

Fr. Alexander sought an answer to his dilemma 
in the Gospel. He found it in Luke 14:26-27: “If 
any man come to Me, and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and 
sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be My 
disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, 
and come after Me, cannot be My disciple.” 

These few words made his decision clear and 
firm—to leave his family, because he was not 
allowed to serve honorably as a priest under Soviet 
power and his conscience did not allow him to be- 
come a traitor. 

He left his family, his wife and four children— 
his youngest son Nikolai was only six years old. He 
went to the river, left a note on the bank saying: “It 
is impossible to live like this,” left his clothes there 
(so that they should not look for him in the sur- 
rounding villages), signed himself with the sign of 
the cross and left his native land. He took up em- 
ployment as a shepherd, and in the winter was a 
sexton in the Church of the Holy Spirit. 

As a shepherd he wore old peasant clothes and 
was distinguished from the others by his meek- 
ness, humility, eagerness to please and kindness. It 
was clear from his face that he was not who he said 
he was. The villagers noticed this, and to test him 
gave him sour food to eat—but he was satisfied 
with everything. 

In the church he did not go up close to the 
kliros in case he forgot himself and began to chant. 
Once, however, in Staraya Russa, he couldn't help 
it—he began to chant. This gave him away com- 
pletely. There were rumors that this was not a 
simple peasant but someone who was hiding from 
Soviet power. 

The time had come when he had to leave this 
area. And so, thanking God, who had enlightened 
him through the Holy Gospel and who had made 
it easier for him to bear the burden of leaving his 
family, he went to the railway station and got on a 
train taking him eastwards. This was in 1941. 

He came out in Omsk in Siberia. Having nei- 
ther money nor even a crust of bread, and not 
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knowing anyone, he began to beg for alms, first by 
the viaduct, and then at the Nikolskaya church. 
But no one gave him anything. Fr. Alexander 
prayed to God and thanked Him for sending him 
this trial for the purification of his former sins. 

He came out of the church and saw an elderly 
woman with a heavy suitcase. He offered to help 
her. This woman turned out to be a believer, and 
she gave him something to eat. He told her that he 
was a priest, but did not recognize the renovation- 
ist, sergianist church. Gradually a parish was 
formed around him. At first only a few individuals 
came, then it was tens of people. Finally such a 
large catacomb community was formed that it was 
difficult to find a place where they could all fit in 
for the festal services and admission had to be lim- 
ited. 

This community included nuns who had been 
driven out of their destroyed monasteries. The 
nuns and believing old women collected books 
and vestments and church utensils. Then people 
were found who sewed gonfalons, and former 
monastery artists who painted icons. Then there 
appeared readers and chanters. People learned how 
to make candles, to bake prosphoras and boil in- 
cense, to make photo-icons and stamp crosses. 

People invited Fr. Alexander to their homes, 
and he went from house to house. Children were 
born and baptized, people repented of their sins 
and received the Holy Mysteries, burials and 
pannikhikas for the reposed were carried out. All 
this was done at great risk both for Fr. Alexander 
and for the parishioners, but God preserved and 
strengthened them. 

On great feasts as many as 100 people gath- 
ered. The service was long. It began with an all- 
night vigil late in the evening and finished early in 
the morning. The daily services began at about 3 
or 4 o'clock and continued until late in the 
evening. During the proskomedia Fr. Alexander 
took out a particle for each believer. He spent a 
long time on confession and sermons, which 
caused some of the old women to complain, but 
he was adamant. In his sermons, which made a 
great impression on many, batyushka especially 
concentrated on the refutation of atheist 


propaganda about the existence of God, and 
pointed out how many of the great scientists be- 
lieved in God. 

Fr. Alexander had a special veneration for the 
Mother of God. With what emotion and love he 
read akathists and molebens to her, and recounted 
the miraculous healings wrought through her 
icons in Holy Russia! He also knew the lives of the 
saints very well, and would often bring up ex- 
amples from their lives to illustrate a point. 

During the 1950s, when atheists were being 
introduced into the seminaries, Fr. Alexander 
would warn about these “wolves in sheep's cloth- 
ing.” Twice batyushka was picked up off the 
streets of Omsk because of the unusual nobility of 
his bearing and brought to the police station. But 
with the help of God he was released. 

Once, while he was celebrating the Holy Lit- 
urgy in Omsk, at the moment of the consecration 
of the Holy Gifts the police came in. Fr. Alexander 
took the chalice with the Holy Gifts and stood up 
against the wall, covering himself with a table- 
cloth. The police did not notice him. 

By the Providence of God and the prayers of 
the Most Holy Mother of God, Fr. Alexander and 
his flock were often saved from the torture- 
chambers of the KGB. 

The servant of God Anna remembers how she 
was healed by him. This took place in the 1950s. 
She went to Fr. Alexander on Sundays and feast- 
days seeking healing from her illness. Most of the 
time she seemed a normal person, but when they 
began to chant the Cherubic hymn she suddenly 
became anxious and began to shout in an inhu- 
man voice, and they had to drag her up to receive 
communion. In 1952, at the request of her rela- 
tives, Fr. Alexander read prayers over the sick 
woman, and the demon was driven out of her. 
Since then Anna has become a normal Christian 
who regularly, in peace and with the fear of God, 
receives the Holy Mysteries and lives a Christian 
life. 

In the middle of the 1960s a chance arrival at 
one of the services turned out to be a former pa- 
rishioner of Fr. Alexander's in the church where he 


served before he left his family. She recognized 
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him, as he did her. After she had told him about 
his family he decided to visit them. 

They were convinced that he had drowned in 
the river. After telling them what had happened, 
they told him that his daughter Olga was working 
for the KGB. His wife just wept. But his daughter 
said to him: “Father! I give you my room. I will 
hang it with icons. You pray in it as much as you 
want, but stay with the family!” 

Fr. Alexander replied: “My daughter, Pl! do 
everything you suggest, but only on condition that 
you leave your work for the KGB.” 

His daughter replied that she could not do 
that. Then Fr. Alexander said: “Well then, my 
daughter, you cannot leave your work in the KGB, 
and I cannot leave my service to God and the 
people who have been entrusted to me. My life 
belongs to the Church of Christ.” 

At this they parted. Fr. Alexander and his nov- 
ice left for Omsk, not suspecting that at the order 
of his daughter a constant watch was placed on 
him. 

By the will of God, however, Fr. Alexander did 
not fall into the hands of the KGB. His novice 
went through all the interrogations without giving 
away batyushka or his address. But the daughter of 
Marias landlady answered all the questions at her 
interrogation. 

The church services stopped. Maria was forced 
to go to her parents at Semipalatinsk, while for Fr. 
Alexander there began a life full of alarms and per- 
secutions. He went where he was invited only so as 
not to subject his Omsk parishioners to danger. By 
the Providence of God faithful Christians offered 
him refuge in many towns, especially Tavda, 
Vyatka, Ufa, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Semipalatinsk 
and Novy Afon. 

Once, when he was travelling by boat to 
Semipalatinsk, he sat down at the piano and began 
to play “God, save the king”. A detective who was 
travelling on the same boat then told him that on 
disembarking he would be detained. But it turned 
out that the detective got drunk, fell asleep and set 
fire to his mattress in his cabin. Meanwhile, Fr. 
Alexander had disembarked and escaped. 

Once when he arrived in Omsk, he said: “My 
daughter has betrayed me.” 


People came to visit him more rarely because 
many, and especially young people, were being 
summoned for interrogations. There they always 
demanded answers to the same questions—about 
Fr. Alexander. And they were asked to work as 
stooges for the KGB. 

In 1969, eight years before his death, his sight 
began to fail. Then he became completely blind 
and he fell ill. But his hearing was good to the end. 
He knew the simple services by heart, but he was 
prompted when it came to the festal exclamations. 
He celebrated the Liturgy only in the presence of 
his spiritual father Anthony of Tavda. 

Hieromonk Anthony had spent many years in 
prison, but after his release he was forbidden to 
leave. So from the time he lost his sight to his last 
journey to Omsk in 1973, Fr. Alexander spent 
most of his time with Fr. Anthony. Fr. Anthony 
would then come often to Omsk to fulfil the 
Christian needs of the parishioners of Omsk. 

In one of his last letters which have not been 
destroyed, Fr. Alexander wrote: 

“Dear brothers and sisters in Christ! 

“I appeal to you with a last humble request 
before my death: receive as a prayerful memento 
of the sinful hieromonk Alexander a humble gift 
which will nevertheless be very useful for all be- 
lievers: the five prayers of the hierarch Dmitri of 
Rostov. 

“I ask forgiveness of all if I have offended any- 
one in anything because of my feeble mind, lack of 
foresight, pettiness, insufficient self-control or, 
most important, lack of the fear of God—the 
beginning of spiritual wisdom. 

“I beseech you all who believe in the Lord God 
to raise your fraternal Christian prayer that the 
Lord send me a Christian end and count me wor- 
thy of a good answer before the Terrible Judge- 
ment-seat of Christ. May the Lord reward you 
with temporary and eternal blessings. 

“Like the Christians of the first centuries, we 
must brilliantly pass an exam in lofty, burning, 
fearless patriotism, in lofty, unbribable civil honor, 
in an ideal family hearth. 

“My path in life is ending with the words of St. 
John Chrysostom and the hierarch Nicholas, my 
favorite hierarchs—Glory to God for all things!...” 


Saas fea 


Before his death he said: “I have much to say, 
but I can't.” 

And before his death he forbade anyone to 
make any inscription over his grave, saying: “I 
lived in secret and must lie in secret.” 

Twenty-four hours before his death he began 
to breathe with difficulty. In the neighboring 
room they read the prayers for the departure of the 
soul from the body. On the morning of his death 
they had already read the prayers for him although 
he had not heard them. 

As he was dying they were reading the akathist 
to the holy greatmartyr Barbara. 

He died at the age of 99 in the city of Omsk in 
the family of a pious widow on August 29, 1977 at 
six o'clock in the evening. 


He was buried in Omsk in the north- 
eastern cemetery. 

The radiant memory of this wonderful man 
and pastor and fierce denouncer of the atheist Bol- 
shevik power lives on in the hearts of his parishio- 
ners who are still alive. The path to his grave is not 
overgrown. When the parishioners meet, the con- 
versation always turns to Fr. Alexander, and the 
prayers of those who pray to him at his grave are 
always answered. 


Holy Hieroconfessor Alexander, pray to God for us! 


(Compiled by Vladimir Moss from “Zhiznennij put 
ieromonakha Alaksandra (Orlova) v Omskoj obshchine 
katakombnoj Pravoslavnoj Tserkvi’, Tserkovnaya Zhizn, 
NN 1-2, January-April, 1994, pp. 41-57). 


HIEROMARTYR VENIAMIN OF PETROGRAD 


Metropolitan Veniamin—in the world Vasily 
Pavlovich Kazansky—was born in 1874 into the 
family of a priest of Olonets eparchy. 

Of his childhood he wrote: “In my childhood 
and adolescence I immersed myself in reading the 
Lives of the Saints and was enraptured by their 
heroism and their holy inspiration. With all my 
heart I sorrowed over the fact that times had 
changed and one no longer had to suffer what they 
suffered. Times have changed again, and the op- 
portunity has been opened to suffer for Christ 
both from one’s own people and from strangers!” 

In 1897 he graduated from the St. Petersburg 
Theological academy. On January 24, 1910, he 
was consecrated bishop of Gdov, a vicariate of the 
St. Petersburg diocese. Bishop Veniamin was a 
learned and irreproachable monk who placed the 
interests of the Church above everything else, even 
going so far as to speak out openly against 
Rasputin. And so after the February revolution, on 
March 6, 1917, he was elected Archbishop of 
Petrograd and Ladoga by a majority vote of the 
people of Petrograd (including the workers) in 
place of Rasputin’s appointee, Metropolitan 
Pitirim, who had been arrested and removed from 


his see. On August 13, 1918, he was made metro- 
politan of Petrograd and Gdov. 

In March, 1922, the communists started con- 
fiscating church valuables on the pretext of giving 
help to those starving in the Volga region. Metro- 
politan Veniamin objected to confiscation, but he 
did bless the voluntary donation of valuables. In 
this he was motivated both by compassion for the 
starving and by concern to avoid the bloody 
clashes between communists and believers which 
had taken place in other cities. 

At first the Petrograd communists adopted a 
conciliatory attitude, and agreed to the 
metropolitans proposals with regard to the volun- 
tary donations and the control of funds raised by 
the parishes. However, the authorities in Moscow 
disapproved; they wanted, not coöperation with 
the Church, which would raise the Church’s pres- 
tige, but war against Her. So the metropolitan was 
told that there would be no voluntary donations 
or control by the Church, but confiscation. 

As the day set for the confiscation approached, 
the population of the city grew restless. Then on 
March 22, Petrogradskaya Pravda published a let- 


ter signed by twelve clergy who were to become 
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the pillars of the future renovationist or “Living 
Church”. They accused the Church of “playing 
politics” and being “counterrevolutionaries”, and 
demanded the confiscation or unconditional sur- 
render of the Church valuables to the authorities. 
However, the peacemaker metropolitan succeeded 
in defusing the situation by sending two of the 
twelve, Vvedensky and Boyarsky, to Pomgol, the 
Soviet Committee for providing help to the starv- 
ing, to negotiate an agreement.’ The upshot was 
that permission was obtained to substitute other 
possessions for the consecrated vessels (whose 
handover the Patriarch had forbidden), and the 
appropriation went ahead in a peaceful manner. 
This agreement negotiated with the Soviet au- 
thorities was to become the main basis of the 
prosecutions case against the metropolitan at his 
trial... 

In May, 1922, Patriarch Tikhon was placed 
under house arrest. Profiting from this circum- 
stance, Vvedensky and other members of the 
group of twelve succeeded in usurping control of 
the central ecclesiastical administration in Mos- 
cow. In mid-May a Higher Church Administra- 
tion (HCA) was set up, and on 18 May the schism 
had become a fact. 

The renovationist or “Living Church” schism 
stood for acceptance of the revolution, more privi- 
leges for the lower, married clergy, the acceptance 
of married bishops and twice-married priests, the 
new calendar and other innovations in church ser- 
vices. They also proclaimed some clearly heretical 
teaching. Metropolitan Veniamin read in this 
valuable eye-witness account written by the Cata- 
comb Bishop Pyotr (Ladygin) (+1957), which has 
been passed down to us by Schema-Monk 
Epiphany (Chernov): 

“They [the renovationists] set out a program 
of 28 points in which they affirmed that the Lord 
Jesus Christ is not God, but only a gifted person... 
The All-Holy Mother of God is, first, not ‘Mother 
of God’, and secondly, of course, not ‘Virgin’, but 
simply ‘a woman’.... And so on, with other points 
in the same heretical spirit. 

“Tt is clear that this false teaching was the her- 
esy of Arius in all its elements, which was repeat- 
edly condemned by the Holy Ecumenical 


Councils. And these new Arians directed their first 
blow at Moscow. They achieved a significant suc- 
cess there because of ‘fear of the Jews. The HCA 
demanded from all acceptance of the 28 point 
program. In less than a month, on May 27, they 
had completed their ‘task’ in Moscow. From that 
day, whichever of the priests did not accept the 28 
points daily expected arrest and imprisonment 
from the Soviet authorities. 

“On May 28 they arrived in Petrograd. Hav- 
ing made the necessary preparations ‘in not far 
distant places,’ they appeared towards evening be- 
fore Metropolitan Veniamin of Petrograd. They 
put before him the program of 28 points. 

“The wise hierarch replied: 

“I was elected to this see by the people. Without 
the people I cannot decide. Tomorrow is Sunday, 
the people will be free. Let us assemble the believers. 
You explain to them your aims and the whole pro- 
gram of the “Living Church”. And if the people ac- 
cepts it, then I shall be able to give you a reply...’ 

“Those who had come to see him agreed. On 
Sunday the metropolitan was serving in the 
Alexander-Nevsky Lavra. There a meeting of the 
believers was arranged to examine the program of 
the Living Church... 

“At the end of the Liturgy Metropolitan 
Veniamin addressed the people, saying: 

“There have arrived from Moscow representa- 
tives of the “Living Church”. They propose that 
we accept their program and teaching. Listen at- 
tentively. Without you, I cannot decide. But you 
decide for yourselves whether to accept or reject 
this teaching. And I also shall express my 
opinion!” 

“At ten in the morning the people had already 
begun to assemble. All those who wished to be 
present at this meeting signed their names in some 
exercise-books. About 12,000 people assembled 
together with priests from every Petrograd church. 

“The metropolitan proposed that they elect a 
presidium. In it were the metropolitan himself, 
four clergy and three laymen. The hierarch opened 
the session. The self-styled ‘metropolitan’ came 
out onto the ambon. 

“Up to now, he said, ‘we have been subject to 
the Tsar... But now we are free. The people itself 


= Gs 


must rule the Church. Therefore we wish to free 
ourselves from that which bound us in the past... 
More than 1900 years have already passed since we 
were ordered to believe that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God and God, and that He was born 
from the Virgin Mary... But who can agree with 
that?! Of course He is not God! That is clear to 
everyone... We recognize God. Indeed, He is the 
Lord God of Sabaoth. The whole Bible witnesses 
to this. All the prophets wrote about this. And we 
recognize all this.... But Jesus Christ is of course 
not God. He was simply a clever man.... And you 
yourselves judge how she who gave birth to Him 
can be a Virgin! Once she had given birth she 
could no longer be a Virgin.... We must all unite 
together — Orthodox and Catholics and Jews — 
in one living (and not dead!) Church for all 
peoples!...’ 

“When he had said this, the whole people 
cried out: 

“We must have no such ‘church!... We be- 
lieve that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God 
and God, and we recognize the Mother of God to 
be a Virgin!’ 

“Then the living-church ‘metropolitan’ 
Krasnitsky spoke. He rejected the baptism of chil- 
dren since, being unconscious,... You must first 
grow up and then receive baptism with a clear con- 
sciousness of what you are receiving... He also 
rejected the sacrament of marriage. You must not 
contract marriage blindly. You must marry in a 
civil ceremony. It is necessary to find out whether 
the married people are suited to each other. If they 
are not suited, then they must separate. But those 
who get along together can receive a church 
marriage... 

“We recognize no holy relics or relics of any 
kind... We do not recognize monasticism either: a 
man cannot be without a woman, nor a woman 
without a man... Bishops must have wives... A 
widowed priest can marry a second and a third 
time...” 

“Metropolitan Boyarsky also spoke. He began 
with an objection to Vvedensky: 

“Although Vvedensky said that Jesus Christ is 
not God but a clever man, and the Mother of God 
is not a Virgin, I do not agree with this. I recognize 


that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and the 
Mother of God a Virgin... But baptism, marriage, 
holy relics, monasticism—lI do not recognize!’ 

“When he had said this, the people cried out: 

“We do not need your explanation... We do 
not want your new “Living Church”... Shame, 
shame!’ 

“Metropolitan Veniamin, who was acting as 
president, got up and calmed the people. And 
then he said: 

“You have all heard from the representatives 
of the so-called “Living Church” their explana- 
tions of what this “Church” represents. You have 
heard that the “Living Church” opposes and re- 
jects our Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
And that this “Living Church” recognizes as 
“truth” blasphemous false doctrine... So, if any of 
you agrees with them and is ready to go over to 
them and unite with those who have spoken... 
But I, as your archpastor, as one who has been 
placed in the Holy Church to guard the purity of 
the Faith and to drive away from her all “destroy- 
ing wolves”, I am obliged to say what I must say. 
These are wolves in sheep's clothing! The holy 
Apostle Paul spoke of them prophetically: “I know 
that after my departure shall grievous wolves enter 
among you, not sparing the flock. And from 
among you yourselves there shall arise up men 
speaking perverted things, to draw away disciples 
after them. Therefore watch!” (Acts 20:29-31). 
And I here witness in front of you that those 
wolves have entered in among us now in order to 
do their woifish business here also. They have en- 
tered in our clothes, but they are not ours... Be- 
ware, beware of them!... I as your archpastor have 
told you this... This blasphemy which you have 
heard has already been preached by Arius and his 
followers. But Arius and his followers were con- 
demned by the Holy Ecumenical Councils and 
given over to anathema, to separation from the 
Church of Christ. In this situation, I also, in ac- 
cordance with the rules of the Holy Ecumenical 
Councils, am obliged to deliver all the leaders of 
this new heretical “Living Church” and all those 
who follow them to anathema!’ 

“After these words he returned to the Royal 
Doors and made the following pronouncement: 
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“Tn the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, and of the All-pure, immaculate and 
Ever-Virgin His Mother, the Birth-giver of God, I 
deliver to anathema the so-called “Living Church” 
and its leaders and flock!’ 

“And there and then the protodeacon pro- 
nounced anathema on all the teachers and follow- 
ers of the ‘Living Church’. But while they were 
chanting: ‘Anathema, anathema, anathema”, 
Vvedensky, fleeing through a side-door in the altar 
into the courtyard of the Alexander-Nevsky Lavra, 
informed the GPU by telephone of what had hap- 
pened. But Metropolitan Veniamin began a ser- 
mon on this heresy. While he was speaking, there 
appeared representatives of the Soviet authorities 
and arrested Metropolitan Veniamin and the 
whole presidium with him. 

“Like another Judas, Vvedensky led the 
chekists to Metropolitan Veniamin. When he ap- 
proached and went up to him to ask for his bless- 
ing, the metropolitan stopped him, saying: ‘Fr. 
Alexander, this is not the Garden of Gethsemane!’ 

“Immediately, they took them out into 
Gorochovaya Street, where the GPU was situ- 
ated. The whole people who had been in the 
Lavra and around it went there and demanded 
his release. But the authorities did not free those 
whom they had taken. The whole people gath- 
ered and towards evening about 30,000 people 
had gathered on the square of the GPU and sur- 
rounding streets. The crowd did not disperse; 
they continued demanding their release... Then, 
in the evening, they set a cavalry unit straight at 
the people and began to trample them under the 
feet of the horses. How many people perished 
there! According to the court, some hundreds of 
people. But how many were arrested and sub- 
jected to repression—this is impossible to say 
even approximately....” 

The metropolitan was brought to trial, ac- 
cused of resisting the confiscation of church valu- 
ables and called an “enemy of the people” who was 
working in agreement with the world bourgeoisie. 
He was given many chances to save himself in a 
dishonorable manner. Thus even before the trial 
Vvedensky and the Petrograd commandant 


Bakaev had come to him and given him the 
choice: either revoke the anathema against 
Vvedensky or face trial. But the metropolitan re- 
fused to revoke the anathema. Again, during the 
trial, the judges hinted that he save himself by 
naming “the authors” of the proposition he had 
sent to Pomgol. The metropolitan again refused, 
saying: 

“I alone did it—I thought everything over; I 
formulated, wrote and sent the proposition my- 
self. I did not allow anybody else to participate in 
deciding matters entrusted to me as archpastor.” 

Once the prosecutor Krasikov prophetically 
remarked: “The whole of the Orthodox Church is 
a counter-revolutionary organization. It follows 
that the whole Church should be put in prison!” 

In the thirties this is precisely what happened. 

The defence lawyer Y.S. Gurovich delivered an 
eloquent speech, which was greeted by tumultu- 
ous applause. Then the final word was given to the 
defendants (there were sixteen in all). When the 
metropolitan rose to speak, he first expressed sor- 
row at being called an “enemy of the people”. 

“I am a true son of my people,” he said. “I 
love, and always have loved, the people. I have 
dedicated my whole life to them and I felt happy 
to see that they—I mean the common people— 
repaid me with the same love. It was the Russian 
people who raised me to the high position I have 
been occupying in our Russian Church.” 

This was all that he had to say about himself. 
The rest of his speech dealt with explanations and 
considerations for the defense of the others. Refer- 
ring to some written documents and other facts, 
he exhibited extraordinary memory, logic and 
calmness. 

A reverent silence followed the metropolitan’s 
speech, which was broken by the presiding judge. 
He addressed the metropolitan in a gentler tone of 
voice then before, as if he also was affected by the 
spiritual strength of the defendant. 

“All this time,” he said, “you have spoken 
about others; the tribunal would like to hear about 
yourself.” 

The metropolitan, who had sat down, rose, 
looked at the presiding judge in a puzzled way, and 
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asked in a low, clear voice: 

“About myself? But what else can I tell you 
about myself? one more thing perhaps: regardless 
of what my sentence will be, no matter what you 
decide, life or death, I will lift up my eyes rever- 
ently to God, cross myself and affirm: “Glory to 
Thee, my Lord; glory to Thee for everything.” 

Ten people were condemned to be shot; the 
others were given prison sentences of varying 
lengths. Over a month passed before the sentence 
was carried out. In a letter from prison, Metropoli- 
tan Veniamin anticipated the position of the Cata- 
comb Church, saying: “The reasoning of some, 
perhaps outstanding pastors is strange: ‘we have to 
preserve our living forces’, that is give in to every- 
one for their sake! Then what is Christ for? It is not 
the Platonovs and the Chuprins and the 
Veniamins and those like them who save the 
Church, but Christ. That point on which they are 
trying to stand is destruction for the Church—it is 
wrong to sacrifice the Church for oneself. Now is 
the time of trial. People are sacrificing everything 
for the sake of political convictions... Cannot we 
Christians display a similar courage even unto 
death, if we have some faith in Christ and the life 
of the age to come?” 

And in another letter he wrote: “It is difficult, 
hard to suffer, but according to the measure of my 
sufferings consolation abounds from God. It is 
difficult to cross this Rubicon, this frontier and 
give oneself over wholly to the will of God. But 
when this is done, then man abounds in consola- 
tion and does not feel even the greatest sufferings 
so that they should imitate that condition in 
which the happy sufferer finds himself... I talked 
about this before to others, but my sufferings had 
not reached their full measure. Now, it seems, I 
have to go through everything: prison, trial, public 
mockery and demands for my death as if the 


people applauded it, the ingratitude of men, their 
betrayal, inconstancy and similar things, anxiety 
and responsibility for the fate of others, and even 
for the Church herself.” 

“My sufferings have reached their height, but 
consolation has also increased. I am joyful and 
calm, as always. Christ is our life, our light and our 
peace! With Him it is good at all times and in all 
places. I do not fear for the fate of the Church! We 
pastors should have more faith. We should aban- 
don our self-reliance, our intelligence and learning 
and (human) strength, and give place to the grace 
of God.” 

On the night of August 12 to 13, 1922 (ac- 
cording to the Orthodox calendar), the ten men 
were shaved and dressed in rags, so that the firing 
squad would not know that they were executing 
clergymen. Archimandrite Sergei, who had acted 
with great courage throughout the trial, prayed 
aloud: 

“O Lord, forgive them for they know not what 
they do.” 

Metropolitan Veniamin went to his death 
calmly, whispering a prayer and crossing himself. 


Holy Hieromartyr Veniamin, 
and those martyred with you, 
pray to God for us! 


(Compiled by Vladimir Moss from: Archpriest 
Mikhail Polsky, The New Martyrs of Russia, 
Montreal: Monastery Press, 1972; Fr. Epiphany 
(Chernov), Tserkov’ Katakombbnaya na Zemlje 
Rossijskoj (MS); E.L., Episkopy-Ispovedniki, San 
Francisco, 1971; A. Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Ar- 
chipelago, Collins, 1974; Russkie Pravoslavnje 
Terarkhi, Paris: YMCA Press, 1986; “Hieromartyr 
Philosoph (Ornatsky)”, Orthodox Life, vol. 34, no. 
4, July-August, 1984, p. 14). 
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THE FIRST CHINESE ORTHODOX MARTYRS 


The developing concepts of humanism and 
the lofty achievements of culture, it would seem, 
ought to have completely done away with all the 
perfidious horrors of the Middle Ages and ren- 
dered a repetition of St. Bartholomew's Eve im- 
possible.’ Yet just such a massacre did take place 
in China at the turn of this century. Its victims 
were the Chinese Orthodox, who showed them- 
selves to be radiant confessors of Jesus Christ and 
martyrs for Him. This took place during the 
Boxer Rebellion of 1900. Two who were eyewit- 
nesses to these atrocities were Archimandrite (later 
Metropolitan) Innokenty, head of the Orthodox 
Ecclesiastical Mission at Peking, and Archiman- 
drite Avraamy, who wrote a moving account of 
and panegyric on the repose of several of the mar- 
tyrs. Archimandrite Innokenty described the hor- 
rible atrocity as follows: 

“The day on which most of the Orthodox 
Chinese in Peking were martyred was June 11/24, 
1900. The evening before, proclamations were 
posted along the streets, calling upon the pagans 
to slaughter the Christians, and threatening any- 
one who dared to harbor them. On the night of 
June 11/24-12/25, the Boxers? attacked Christian 
homes with blazing torches in all quarters of Pe- 
king, laid hold of the unfortunate Christians, and 
tortured them, forcing them to renounce Christ. 
Terrified of torture and death, many did renounce 
Orthodoxy to save their lives, and burned = 
before idols. But others courageously a 
confessed Christ, not fearing the tor- .. 
ments. Their fate was terrible. The ` 
pagans ripped open their stomachs, ` 
chopped off their heads, burned 
them alive in their homes. Searches į 
for and the slaughtering of Christians 
continued throughout the subse 
quent days of the uprising. After the 
destruction of the Christians homes, 
they themselves were led out of the $ 
city gates to the Boxers’ pagan S 
temples, where they were subjected to @ 


interrogation and immolated in fires. The enple AEE in 1903 on the site of EA of the Chinese Orthodor 


According to the testimony of pagan eyewitnesses, 
several of the Orthodox Christians met death with 
amazing self-denial. Pavel Wan, an Orthodox cat- 
echist, died with prayer on his lips. Ia Wen, a 
teacher at the mission school, was tortured twice. 
The first time, the Boxers hacked at her unmerci- 
fully and cast her to the ground half dead. When 
she regained consciousness, one of the pagan 
guards heard her groans and took her to his hut. 
But shortly thereafter the Boxers again laid hold of 
her, and this time tortured her to death. Both 
times Ia Wen confessed Christ joyfully before her 
tormenters. After the horrible events of the first 
night, the Chinese Christians found an eight-year- 
old boy, Ivan Tzi, the son of a martyred priest, who 
had been brutally maimed by the Boxers. His 
arms had been cut off, and deep gashes were cut 
into his chest. When the Chinese asked him if he 
was in pain, the boy replied with a smile that it was 
not hard to suffer for Christ. Later, the Boxers 
again took the child-martyr and chopped off his 
head, burning his remains in a bonfire.. 

Among the Chinese martyrs and confessors of 
Christ, the priest Mitrophan Tsi-Chung and his 
family were especially renowned. 

The priest Mitrophan, whose Chinese name 
was Tsi-Chung, was born on December 10/23, 
1855. He lost his father early in his childhood, 
and was raised under the care of his grandmother, 
Ekaterina, and his mother, Marina, a teacher in a 
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school for girls. Now at that time he experienced 
much grief. When Archimandrite Pallady was 
head of the Mission for a second time, he in- 
structed his teacher, Lung Yuan, to teach Mitro- 
phan with special attention, to prepare him to re- 
ceive the priesthood in due course. Before he had 
reached the age of twenty, he was appointed to the 
position of catechist. Mitrophan was peace-loving 
and tranquil; even when he was grievously of- 
fended, he never sought to justify himself. Archi- 
mandrite Pallady’s successor was Archimandrite 
Flavian, who was later Metropolitan of Kiev. 
From his very arrival in Peking, Archimandrite 
Pallady charged him, as he had the teacher Lung 
Yuan, to aid Mitrophan in achieving his destiny 
(z.e., the priesthood). Mitrophan did not wish to 
take upon himself the rank of priest, and continu- 
ally refused, saying: “How can a man with little 
aptitude and virtue dare take upon himself this 
great rank?” But, compelled by Archimandrite 
Flavian and persuaded by his instructor, he as- 
sented, although he knew that after accepting the 
priesthood his end would not be pleasant. And so, 
at the age of twenty-five, he was ordained to the 
priesthood by Bishop Nikolai (Kassatkin) of 
Japan.* Under Archimandrite Flavian’s tenure, Fr. 
Mitrophan served as his aide in translating and 
proofreading the service books. In the course of 
fifteen years, he served God tirelessly, enduring 
much injury and abuse from his own people and 
from outsiders, and eventually went slightly daft. 
Thereafter, he lived for more than three years out- 
side the Mission, receiving half his previous salary. 
Throughout his life as a priest, Fr. Mitrophan was 
not avaricious, and many took advantage of him 
on this account. 

On the evening of June 1/14, 1900, the Boxers 
burned down the Mission buildings; many Chris- 
tians, hiding themselves from the perils that con- 
fronted them, gathered at Fr. Mitrophan’s home. 
Now among these were several who had formerly 
been ill-disposed towards the priest, and yet, he 
did not turn them away. Perceiving that some 
were fainthearted, he encouraged them, saying 


that the time of misfortune had arrived, and that it © 


would be difficult to escape. Several times each 


day, he went out to look at the burned-out church. 
At 10 o'clock in the evening, on June 10/23, sol- 
diers and Boxers surrounded Fr. Mitrophan’s resi- 
dence. At that time there were more than seventy 
Christians there; the stronger fled, while Fr. 
Mitrophan and many others, primarily women 
and children, remained and were slaughtered. Fr. 
Mitrophan sat in the yard before his home, and 
the Boxers stabbed his chest repeatedly, until it 
was like a honeycomb; he fell beneath a date tree. 
His neighbors dragged his body away to the place 
where the Mission’s almshouse had been. Later, 
Hieromonk Avraamy took up the body and, in 
1903, when a feast was first celebrated in honor of 
the martyrs, it was interred beneath the altar of the 
church of the martyrs, along with the remains of 
others. Fr. Mitrophan’s wife Tatiana and three 
sons were at the site of his murder. The second 
son, Sergei, later became an archpriest; the other 
two, Isaiah and Ioann, were murdered. 

Tatiana was forty-four years of age. On the 
evening of June 10/23, she escaped the Boxers 
with the help of her son Isaiah’s fiancée, but the 
next morning she was seized with eighteen other 
people, taken outside the Andinmin gates to the 
Boxer camp at Hsiao-in-Fang, and then beheaded. 
Isaiah was twenty-three, and served in the artillery. 
The Boxers executed him by beheading on June 
7/20, as it was known beforehand that he was a 
Christian. Ioann was only seven years old. On the 
evening of June 10/23, when they murdered Fr. 
Mitrophan, the Boxers severed his arms at the 
shoulders, and cut off his toes, nose and ears. His 
brother Isaiah’s fiancée succeeded in saving Ioann’s 
life. The next morning, he sat naked and unshod 
at the doorway, and when people asked him if he 
were in pain, he replied that he was not. Street 
urchins mocked him, calling him a “follower of 
the devil,” * but he retorted: “I am a believer in 
God, and not a follower of devils.” Ioann asked 
his neighbors for some water, but they not only 
refused him, but even drove him away. Protasy 
Chan and Rodion Hsiu, who had not yet been 
baptized, bore witness that they saw this boy 
wounded in shoulder in foot; his wounds were 


inches deep, yet he felt no pain. Again taken by 
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the Boxers, he displayed no fear, going quietly 
with them. One elderly man expressed sympathy 
for the boy, asking, “Of what is the child guilty? It 
is his parents’ fault that he became a follower of 
the devils.” Others made a laughingstock of him 
and abused him, or simply cast jibes in his direc- 
tion. Thus was he led like a lamb to the slaughter. 
Maria, Isaiah’s fiancée, was nineteen years old. 
Two days before the Boxers’ pogrom, she came to 
Fr. Mitrophan’s house, wishing to die with the 
family of her betrothed. When the Boxers sur- 
rounded the house on June 10/23, she coura- 
geously helped to save others, supporting them as 
-they climbed over the wall. When, having broken 
down the gate, the soldiers and Boxers entered the 
yard, Maria boldly accused them of murdering 
people illegally, without trial. They dared not kill 
her, but only wounded her arms and pierced her 
feet. In general, she exhibited extraordinary cour- 
age and understanding. Sergei, Fr. Mitrophan’s 
son, tried three times to persuade her to leave and 
hide herself, but she replied: “I was born near the 
church of the most holy Theotokos, and here I 
shall die.” The soldiers and Boxers returned 
shortly, and the valiant woman ended her life in 
martyrdom, considering death to be but the pas- 
sage to a place of blessed repose. 

Describing their death, Archimandrite 
Avraamy adds: “Grant rest, O Lord, to the souls of 
Thy servants, the priest Mitrophan and those with 
him, and make their memory to be eternal.” And 
let us join this prayer, that they find rest “where 
the righteous repose,” for by their confession and 
martyrdom they have been like unto the righteous 
and have been added to their number. 

Among those who suffered for Jesus Christ 
were Albazinians, descendants of the famous resi- 


dents of Albazin who carried the light of Christ's 
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! St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre— a massacre of 
Protestants which began on the eve of St. 
Bartholomew's Day, August 24, 1572. It was 
ordered by King Charles IX of France at the insti- 
gation of the Queen Mother, Catherine de 
Medicis. Estimates as to the number of victims for 


Orthodox faith to Peking, the capital of China, in 
1685, and remained faithful to it. Because of their 
fidelity to holy Orthodoxy, the Lord rewarded 
their descendants with the glory of confession and 
martyrdom. The Albazinians Kliment Kui Kin, 
Matfei Hai Tsuan, his brother Vit, Anna Chui, 
and many others, not fearing those “who kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul” [Matt. 
10:28], met torture and death for the Savior of the 
world unafraid, entreating God to enlighten their 
persecutors and to forgive them their sins. 

All together, of the one thousand souls that 
comprised its flock, the Mission lost three hun- 
dred. Some of them apostatized, but others, two 
hundred twenty-two in number, were radiant con- 
fessors and martyrs for the Christian faith. 

The outbreak of this Chinese 
“Bartholomew's Eve” elicited comment in the for- 
eign press. Church Press, the official paper of the 
Patriarchate of Constantinople, dedicated a special 
article to them, at the conclusion of which appeared 
the following words: “The blood of martyrs has al- 
ways been the seed from which Churches of Christ 
have sprung up in pagan lands and through which 
Christian life has developed. Let us beseech God 
that this bloody persecution, to which the little 
branch of Orthodoxy in China has been subjected, 
has served, first of all, as a source of indefatigable 
faith and courage for those who earnestly carry out 
the preaching of the Gospel; and secondly, as a basis 
for further successes of the faith and the Kingdom 
of God in China, to the glory and honor of Him 
Who said: “Let the Gospel be preached throughout 
the whole world.” 


new, 


Original source: Chinese Herald (June 1935); 
translated from the Russian by Michael Amelchenya 
reprinted from Orthodox Life, vol. 29 (1979), no. 1 
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the whole of France vary according to confessional 
allegiance — one Roman Catholic scholar, Jean 
Novi de Caveirac, estimated only (!) 2,000 were 
slain, whereas the Huguenot Duc de Sully, a con- 
temporary, placed the number of dead as high as 
70,000. 


ae 


2 Boxers—In 1898 and 1899, the Chinese govern- 
ment, led by the Dowager Empress Tz’u-hsi, in an 
attempt to protect the realm from foreign aggres- 
sions, ordered the revival of the village militia. The 
members of several secret societies entered these 
bands of militia. These secret societies practiced 
arcane rites which, they believed, would make them 
invulnerable to bullets. There is every indication 
that the rites practiced by these “Boxers”, as the 
Europeans called them, were connected with Jiu 
Jitzu. Mouthing such slogans as “Protect the 
country, destroy the foreigners,” the Boxers began 
to persecute native Chinese Christians by autumn 
of 1899. In early June of 1900, an unsuccessful 
attempt by the major European powers to bolster 
existing troops in Peking aggravated the situation 
and when, on June 17, they seized the Taku forts to 
open the way to Peking and Tientsin, the empress 
ordered all foreigners slain. The carnage, which 
encompassed scores of Western diplomats and 
missionaries, continued until late 1900. 

3 St. Nikolai, Enlightener of Japan— Ivan Kassatkin 
(recently glorified as a saint; his feast is kept on 3 
Feb.) was born in 1836 in the village of Beresovo, 
in the Smolensk district, the son of the local deacon. 
On completion of his studies at the Smolensk 
Seminary, he entered the St. Petersburg Theologi- 
cal Academy, completing its course of study in 
1860. At the age of twenty-four he received the 
monastic tonsure with the name Nikolai. Shortly 
thereafter he was ordained hierodeacon and 
hieromonk. During a tour of duty in Siberia, the 
young missionary was personally blessed by Bishop 
Innokenty (Veniaminov) of Kamchatka (later Met- 
ropolitan of Moscow; recently glorified, St. 
Innocent’s feast is kept on 31 March). In June of 
1861, Hieromonk Nikolai was assigned to the 
Russian diplomatic mission to Japan. The young 
cleric set himself the formidable task of learning the 


complicated Japanese language, and within a few 
years was able to make several converts to holy 
Orthodoxy. By 1870, Fr. Nikolai was raised to the 
rank of archimandrite and appointed head of the 
newly-formed Japanese Orthodox Mission. More 
baptisms followed as Fr. Nikolai’s converts began 
to spread the holy Faith, despite the persecution 
raised against them. Thus, by 1878 several native 
Orthodox Christians were found worthy of ordina- 
tion. In 1879, the Japanese Mission was elevated to 
the status of diocese. Fr. Nikolai was consecrated as 
its first bishop. From this time on, the number of 
baptisms increased to an average of one thousand 
per year, so that by 1910 there were nearly 32,000 
native Orthodox Christians in Japan, with 28 
priests, seven deacons, and 150 catechetical in- 
structors. Despite the pressures of the Russo- 
Japanese War, Bishop Nikolai remained at his post, 
striving by his conduct to demonstrate that the 
Church is non-political. The efforts made to 
translate the Sacred Scriptures and the divine ser- 
vices into Japanese during his tenure form the basis 
of the worship of the present-day Church of Japan 
(granted “autonomy” by the Moscow Patriarchate 
in 1970). In 1911, the fiftieth anniversary of 
Archbishop Nikolai’s arrival in Japan was cel- 
ebrated with festivity, though his strength had been 
declining for some time. On 7 January 1912 he 
officiated at the divine liturgy for the last time. 
Nearly a month later, on 16 February 1912, he 
reposed in the Hospital of the Holy Spirit, with the 
word “Resurrection” on his lips. The funeral 
liturgy was conducted in Japanese in the presence of 
an enormous number of native believers. By special 
permission of the Japanese government, the re- 
mains of the “Apostle to Japan” were permitted to 
be buried whole, rather than cremated. 

4 “devil”— an epithet commonly leveled at all non- 
Chinese, especially at Europeans. 


16 


THE 11TH DAY OF THE MONTH OF JUNE 
COMMEMORATION OF THE HOLY PROTOMARTYRS OF CHINA, 
SLAIN DURING THE BOXER REBELLION 


AT LITTLE VESPERS 


On “Lord, Ihave cried...”, 4 stichera, in Tone I: Spec. 
Mel.: “Joy of the ranks of heaven...’ — 

From Christ, the Judge of the contest, have ye 
received celestially woven wreaths, O all-glorious 
new-martyrs of the land of China, who are emula- 
tors of the angels in love for God. Pray ye in our 
behalf, that we may sail across the sea of this 
deceptive life and reach the harbor of heaven. 
Twice 

O choir worthy of heaven, ye sacrificed your- 
selves for the risen Christ, that ye might obtain 
higher things, and by your pangs and sufferings ye 
have gladdened multitudes of angels and men. 
Wherefore, heal the many pangs and sufferings of 


those who celebrate your memory. Twice 


Glory..., in the same tone & melody— 

Ye were shown to be luminaries of the Far East, 
full of heavenly light; and ye destroyed the hellish 
gloom of the dark ancient madness. Disdain not 
the paucity of our praises, but ever enlighten with 
rays of heavenly wisdom the souls of those who 
honor your struggle. 


Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

Through thee are abundant healings bestowed 
upon all who have recourse unto thee with faith, O 
all-pure one, in that for us thou gavest birth unto 
Christ, the Healer of infirmities. Wherefore, by thy 
supplications heal thou my soul, that with a pure 
heart I may hymn thy loving-kindness. 


At the Aposticha, these stichera, in Tone II: Spec. Mel.: 
“O house of Ephratha...”— 

Hymning the beautiful corrections of the mar- 
tyrs of China, we find the faithful intercessors for 
the faithful to be curative springs of heavenly dew. 

Stichos: The righteous cried, and the Lord 
heard them. 


Having received enlightenment through the 
laver of regeneration, ye were afterwards more 
perfectly baptized in your own blood, O passion- 
bearers. 

Stichos: Many are the tribulations of the righ- 
teous, and the Lord shall deliver them out of them all. 

Seated upon the chariot of your blood, O 
glorious new-martyrs, ye travelled the path to 
heaven, and thereby have come to dwell in the new 
Jerusalem. 


Glory..., Now © ever...: Theotokion, in Tone V— 

Who can worthily hymn the abyss of thy 
loving-kindness, O all-immaculate Bride of God? 
The wise fall silent and the eloquent are at a loss. 
But as thy children we cry out to thee: Rejoice, joy 
of the sorrowful, wealth of the poor, mother of 
orphans and glory of the despised! 


Troparion, in Tone V— 

In a pagan land ye were enlightened by the 
Orthodox Faith, and having lived in the Faith but 
a little time, ye inherited the eternal kingdom. By 
the purity of your Christian ways ye put to shame 
false Confucian piety and trampled demon- 
inspired Buddhism underfoot as refuse, sanctifying 
the Chinese land with your blood. Wherefore, we 
pray: Entreat the Master of all, that He enlighten 
your land with Orthodoxy in these latter times, and 
strengthen us therein. 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion, in the same 
tone— 

Rejoice, impassable gate of the Lord! Rejoice, 
rampart and protection of those who have recourse 
unto thee! Rejoice, haven untouched by storms, 
thou who knewest not wedlock, who gavest birth in 
the flesh to thy Creator and God! Fail not in thy 
supplications for those who hymn and worship thy 
birthgiving! 


Sais Fy as 


AT GREAT VESPERS 
After the Introductory Psalm, we chant “Blessed is the 
man...”, the first antiphon. 


On “Lord, I have cried...”, 8 stichera: 4 in Tone V: 
Spec. Mel.: “Rejoice... — 

Behold, now bless the Lord, O ye faithful! Lo! 
rejoice now, O Orthodox Church, wondrously 
hymning the joy of the martyrs; for heaven is 
adorned with new luminaries; and the angels join 
chorus, giving them crowns; men rejoice, offering 
up praises; the land of China, adorned, is trium- 
phant; and we celebrate the radiant glorification of 
the holy martyrs. Twice 

Rejoice now, O father John, beacon of 
Tobol’sk, who sent the first preachers of Ortho- 
doxy into China! And do thou rejoice also, O all- 
wondrous Innocent, lamp of Irkutsk, protector and 
fellow-laborer of the Orthodox evangelizers in 
China! Behold, your children are glorified as the 
valiant protomartyrs of their land! Lo! that which 
was barren giveth birth; a waterless desert poureth 
forth rivers of life! O wondrous miracle! O great 
joy! Entreat Christ for us, O martyrs! Twice 


And 4 stichera idiomela, in Tone VI[I— 

“O Lord, it was Thy good pleasure that light be 
revealed to Thy land and its pagan people, and 
Thou didst extend the wings of the preaching of the 
Truth over our land!” Thus did the martyrs cry out 
when they were slaughtered for Thy sake, O Jesus 
most sweet; and thus do we also glorify Thee. O 
Lord, our light and resurrection, glory to Thee! 
Twice 

“O the wondrous mystery of the Faith! O the 
depths of Thy wisdom, O Christ! Thy salvation is 
among all the nations, for Thou wast pleased to 
bestow repentance freely upon our fallen race. 
What, therefore, shall we render unto Thee?” Thus 
saith the assembly of the holy new-martyrs, 
through whom we now pray with tears: From all 
misfortunes free us who honor you with love. 
Twice 


Glory..., in Tone II— 

O council of holy new-martyrs, divine 
regiment of the land of China, confirmation of the 
faithful, joy of all the saints! O wondrous ones, ye 


endured all—the pangs of bitter laceration, the 
shedding of torrents of blood, beheading, dismem- 
berment, and the excision of your flesh. And 
established firmly upon the rock of the True Faith, 
ye sent up hymnody to God amid your torments; 
and having been made lustrous like gold in a 
crucible, ye strengthen amid sorrows those who 
magnify you. 

Now & ever...: Dogmatic theotokion, in the same 
tone— 

The shadow of the law passed away when grace 
arrived; for, as the bush wrapped in flame did not 
burn, so the Virgin gave birth and yet remained a 
Virgin. In place of the pillar of fire, the Sun of 
righteousness hath shone forth. Instead of Moses, 
Christ is come, the Salvation of our souls. 


Entrance. O gladsome Light... Prokimenon of the 
day. 3 Readings: 


A READING FROM THE PROPHECY OF ISAIAH 
Thus saith the Lord: All the nations are gathered 
together, and princes shall be gathered out of them. 
Who will declare these things, or who will declare 
to you things from the beginning? Let them bring 
forth their witnesses, and be justified; and let them 
hear, and declare the truth. Be ye My witnesses, and 
I too am a witness, saith the Lord God, and My 
servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know, and 
believe, and understand that I am He; before Me 
there was no other God, and after Me there shall be 
none. I am God; and beside Me there is no Savior. 
I have declared, and have saved; I have reproached, 
and there was no strange god among you. Yeare My 
witnesses, and I am the Lord God, even from the 
beginning; and there is none that can deliver out of 
My hands. I will work, and who shall turn it back? 
Thus saith the Lord God Who redeemeth you, the 
Holy One of Israel. 


A READING FROM THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON 
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, 
and there shall no torment touch them. In the sight 
of the unwise they seemed to die: and their depar- 
ture is taken for misery, and their going from us to 
be utter destruction: but they are in peace. For 


though they be punished in the sight of men, yet is 
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their hope full of immortality. And having been a 
little chastised, they shall be greatly rewarded: for 
God proved them, and found them worthy for 
Himself. As gold in the furnace hath He tried them 
and received them as a burnt offering. And in the 
time of their visitation they shall shine, and run to 
and fro like sparks among the stubble. They shall 
judge the nations, and have dominion over the 
people, and their Lord shall reign forever. They 
that put their trust in Him shall understand the 
truth: and suchas be faithful in love shall abide with 
Him: for grace and mercy is to His saints, and He 
hath care for His elect. 


READING FROM THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON 
The righteous live for evermore; their reward also is 
with the Lord, and the care of them is with the most 
High. Therefore shall they receive a glorious king- 
dom, and a beautiful crown from the Lord’s hand: 
for with his right hand shall he cover them, and with 
his arm shall he protect them. He shall take to him 
his jealousy for complete armor, and make the 
creature his weapon for the revenge of his enemies. 
He shall put on righteousness as a breastplate, and 
true judgment instead of an helmet. He shall take 
holiness for an invincible shield. His severe wrath 
shall he sharpen for a sword, and the world shall 
fight with him against the unwise. Then shall the 
right aiming thunderbolts go abroad; and from the 
clouds, as from a well-drawn bow, shall they fly to 
the mark. And hailstones full of wrath shall be cast 
as out of a stone bow, and the water of the sea shall 
rage against them, and the floods shall cruelly 
drown them. Yea, a mighty wind shall stand up 
against them, and like a storm shall blow them 
away: thus iniquity shall lay waste the whole earth, 
and ill-dealing shall overthrow the thrones of the 
mighty. Hear therefore, O ye kings, and under- 
stand; learn, ye that be judges of the ends of the 
earth. Give ear, ye that rule the people, and glory 
in the multitude of nations. For power is given you 
of the Lord, and sovereignty from the Highest, who 
shall try your works, and search out your counsels. 


At Litia, these stichera idiomela— 
In Tone I: O most lauded martyrs, divinely 
crowned assembly of China, forget not your race, 


but as ones called from on high fervently entreat 
God Most High, that He be not utterly angered by 
our sins, that He consume the blasphemies of the 
heretics with the word of wisdom, that He increase 
the True Faith in your land, melt our hardened 
hearts, and illumine with salvation and divine light 
those who honor you. 

In Tone II: With what hymns of praise shall we 
glorify your radiant end, O unblemished lambs of 
Christ, who now glorify the Trinity with sacred 
mouths, O champions of piety, lovers of heavenly 
glory, inexhaustible well-springs of gracious heal- 
ings, ardent allies of the faithful, who entreat Christ 
to grant us great mercy? 

In Tone IV: Once the divinely eloquent David 
chanted: The nations shalt Thou guide upon the 
earth, unto Thy path. Wherefore, the time also 
came, in accordance with the prophecy of the 
Psalmist, for the land of China to bear sweet and 
good fruit for the Husbandman: the all-radiant 
multitude of the new-martyrs, who entreat Christ 
for the salvation of our souls. 


Glory..., in Tone VI— 

Celebrating the splendid solemnity of your 
memorial, we are filled with gladness. As ye are 
bold intercessors for us, pour forth for us fervent 
entreaty: heal the infirm; grant health to the sick 
and consolation to those who suffer and are af- 
flicted, humility to those who rejoice, chastity to 
those smitten by the storm of the passions, enlight- 
enment to unbelievers, and the forgiveness of all 


sins to the faithful. 


Now & ever...: Theotokion, in the same tone— 

Now hath the counsel of the devil been set at 
nought; now hath the might of Satan been crushed! 
For by thine Offspring, O Virgin Mother, have the 
new-martyts been delivered like birds from a snare, 
and have been illumined with the light of the 
Truth. And lo! standing with thee before the 
throne of God, they pray for the salvation of all who 
honor thee as the true Theotokos. 


At the Aposticha, these stichera, in Tone VIII: Spec. 
Mel.: “O all-glorious wonder... ”— 


O divinely wise council, your radiant memorial 


hath dawned today, O heirs to the kingdom of 
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Christ, strugglers to the death for obedience and 
love divine. The whole Church hymneth you with 
love, the sun and the stars join chorus together. 
Grant peace, joy and hope of salvation unto those 
who assemble in your church. 

Stichos: From the rising of the sun unto the 
going down of the same, the name of the Lord is to 
be praised. 

O all-glorious wonder! O Christ our God, 
Thou hast shown the passion-bearers of the land of 
China to be destruction for the demons and helpers 
of men; for, arrayed in the armor of light, they 
endured cruel tortures. And soaring aloft like 
eagles, they confounded the aerial spirits and made 
their abode in the bridal-chamber of heaven. 

Stichos: From the lands hath He gathered 
them, from the east, from the west, from the north, 
and from the sea. 

Rejoice, O divinely summoned council of mar- 
tyrs! Rejoice, divinely planted garden of radiant 
fruit, godly company two hundred strong! The 
land of China hath given her own fruit to the 
Fashioner of all! The streams of your blood are 
rivers of healing for the faithful, the mortification of 
your flesh gladdeneth the angels, and your suppli- 


cations are salvation for men. 


Glory..., in Tone V— 

Rejoice, divine assembly of passion-bearers, 
who broke the fangs of the invisible beasts, O 
emulators of the angels, fervent intercessors for 
men, weepers over the land of China, protectors of 
the Russians who there sojourn, O ye who fervently 
pray for our souls! 


Now & ever...: Theotokion, in the same tone— 
Thou art the temple and portal, the palace and 
throne of the King, O most honored Virgin, 
through whom Christ the Lord, my Deliverer, 
Who is the Sun of righteousness, hath revealed 
Himself unto those who sleep in darkness, desiring 
to enlighten that which He fashioned by His own 
hand in His image. Wherefore, O most hymned 
one, as thou hast acquired maternal boldness before 
Him, entreat Him without ceasing, that our souls 


be saved. 


After the Blessing of the Loaves, the troparion of the 
new-martyrs, in Tone V— 

In a pagan land ye were enlightened by the 
Orthodox Faith, and having lived in the Faith but 
a little time, ye inherited the eternal kingdom. By 
the purity of your Christian ways ye put to shame 
false Confucian piety and trampled demon- 
inspired Buddhism underfoot as refuse, sanctifying 
the Chinese land with your blood. Wherefore, we 
pray: Entreat the Master of all, that He enlighten 
your land with Orthodoxy in these latter times, and 
strengthen us therein. Twice 


And “Virgin Theotokos, rejoice!...”, once. 


AT MATINS 
At “God is the Lord...’ the troparion of the new- 
martyrs, twice; Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion, 
in the same tone— 
Rejoice, impassable gate of the Lord! Rejoice, 
rampart and protection of those who have recourse 
unto thee! Rejoice, haven untouched by storms, 


- thou who knewest not wedlock, who gavest birth in 


the flesh to thy Creator and God! Fail not in thy 
supplications for those who hymn and worship thy 
birthgiving! 


After the first chanting of the Psalter, this sessional 
hymn, in Tone VI— 

When the Emperor Huan-tsu reigned in the 
land of China, Christ made His abode within you, 
O mighty martyrs, and invisibly bestowed upon 
you His own kingdom; for, wearing upon your- 
selves the image of Him Who wrought salvation 
upon the Cross, ye were vouchsafed paradise in a 
single hour. Wherefore, remember us before the 
throne of the Master. 


Glory...: Another sessional hymn— 

O martyr of Christ, ye lamps made luminous 
by God, enlighten your race amid the darkness of 
life, that having passed through the night of unbe- 
lief, they may come to love the nobility of Christ, 
and strengthened by your following after Him, they 
may sing to you a hymn of thanksgiving. 


Pr 


Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

Prefiguring thee of old, O all-pure one, Israel 
traversed the Red Sea dryshod; and now the New 
Israel hymneth thine unwedded state, and crieth 
out with the martyrs: O thou who hast illumined 
the human race with never-waning rays, enlighten 


all who seek the Lord, thy Son. 


After the second chanting of the Psalter, this sessional 
hymn, in Tone I— 

Christ acquired you as the first-called martyrs 
of the Chinese race, wherefore ye cast down the 
pride of the serpent and, hastening boldly to the 
contest, ye glorified Christ in your bodies. Him do 
ye now earnestly entreat, O holy ones, that He grant 
us great mercy. 


Glory...: Another sessional hymn— 

Ye who were born in the darkness of unbelief 
were shown to be full of divine radiance after death. 
O your love for God! Even though ye lived in the 
Faith for a short time, amid tortures ye remained 
strong for Christ. Wherefore, we chant unto you 
together: Rejoice, beacons of the Chinese race, 


leading them to God! 


Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

O thou who gavest birth to Christ, the Author 
of light, with the holy hierarchs of the Far East— 
Innocent, John, Nicholas, and the newly glorified 
John and Jonah—fervently pray to Him, that with 
the brilliance of the divine word He may proclaim 
His glory also among the Chinese people, O Virgin 
Theotokos. 


Polyeleos, and this magnification— 
We magnify you, O holy new-martyrs of 
China, and we reverence your honored sufferings, 


which ye endured for Christ. 


Selected Psalm verses— 
A Our God is refuge and strength. [Ps. 45: 2] 
BA helper in afflictions which mightily befall us. 


[Ps. 45: 2] 
A Therefore shall we not fear when the earth be 
shaken. [Ps. 45: 3] 


B O God, who shall be likened unto Thee? Be 


i 


Thou not silent, neither be still, O God. 

[Ps. 82: 2] 
For behold, Thine enemies have made a noise, 
and they that hate Thee have lifted up their 
heads. [Ps. 82: 3] 
Against Thy people have they taken wicked 
counsel, and have conspired against Thy saints. 

[Ps. 82: 4] 
They have made the dead bodies of Thy ser- 
vants to be food for the birds of heaven. 


[Ps. 78: 2] 
The flesh of Thy saints for the beasts of the 
earth. [Ps. 78: 2] 
They have poured out their blood like water. 
[Ps. 78: 3] 
For Thy sake we are slain all the day long. 
[Ps. 43: 23] 
We are counted as sheep for the slaughter. 
[Ps. 43: 23] 
Thou hast made us a byword among the na- 
tions. [Ps. 43: 15] 
And I became a man scourged all the day long. 
[Ps. 72: 14] 
By fire hast Thou tried us even as silver is tried 
by fire. [Ps 65:11] 


We went through fire and water, and Thou 
didst bring us out into refreshment. 


[Ps. 65: 12] 
Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous. 

[Ps. 31: 11] 
For the Lord is in the generation of the righ- 
teous. [Ps. 13: 5] 
And their inheritance shall be for ever. 

[Ps. 36: 18] 
The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them. 

[Ps. 33: 18] 


A light hath dawned forth for the righteous 
man, and gladness for the upright of heart. 


[Ps. 96: 11] 
in everlasting remembrance shall the righteous 
be. [Ps. 111: 6] 


In the saints that are in His earth hath the Lord 
been wondrous; He hath wrought all His de- 
sires in them. [Ps245:3] 
Wondrous is God in His saints, the God of 
Israel. [Ps. 67: 36] 


B The righteous man shall flourish like a palm 
tree, and like a cedar in Lebanon shall he be 
multiplied. EPs. 91-43] 

A The righteous man shall be glad in the Lord, 
and shall hope in Him. [Ps. 63: 11] 

B And all the upright in heart shall be praised. 

[Ps. 63: 11] 

Glory..., Now & ever... Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, 

glory to Thee, O God. Thrice 


After the Polyeleos, this sessional hymn, in 
Tone VIII— 

Enlightened with exalted mind through the 
tree of the Cross, O company sanctified in tortures, 
headed by Metrophanes ye initiated a splendid 
undertaking for your race. May your tearful en- 
treaties never cease, that all who honor you with 
love may safely pass through this life which is full of 
tears. 


Glory..., Now & ever... Theotokion— 

O most pure Mother of God, unblemished 
ewe-lamb, who can describe thy love for all men? 
By thee is all creation gladdened; in thee doth the 
newly-glorified council of the protomartyrs of the 
land of China rejoice. Accepting their supplica- 
tions in our behalf, bring them to thy Son, that He 
save our souls. 


Song of Ascents, the first antiphon of Tone IV. 


Prokimenon, in Tone IV— 

The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them. 

Stichos: Many are the tribulations of the righteous; 
and the Lord shall deliver them out of them all. 


Let every breath praise the Lord. 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, § 36 (MrT. 10: 
16-22) 
The Lord said to His disciples: “Behold, I send you 
forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore 
wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware 
of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, 
and they will scourge you in their synagogues; and 
ye shall be brought before governors and kings for 
My sake, for a testimony against them and the 


Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no 
thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be 
given you in that same hour whatye shall speak. For 
it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father 
Who speaketh in you. And the brother shall deliver 
up the brother to death, and the father the child: 
and the children shall rise up against their parents, 
and cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be 
hated of all men for My name’s sake: but he that 
endureth to the end shall be saved.” 


After Psalm 50: Glory..., Through the prayers of the 
new-martyrs of China...; Now & ever...: Through 
the prayers of the Theotokos...; Have mercy on me, O 
God,...; and this sticheron, in Tone VI— 

The land of China is sanctified today with 
radiant blood; the passage of time is rendered 
luminous by the splendors of the martyrs; and the 
Church of Christ is adorned with right brilliant 
stars! For enlightened by the light of Christ’s 
sufferings, the new-martyrs gloriously finished 
their contest, received crowns of eternal life, and 
were shown forthas radiant guides for all who thirst 
after righteousness. 


Canon of Supplication to the Theotokos [the Para- 
clysis], with 6 troparia, including the irmos; and that 
of the new-martyrs of the land of China, in Tone VI— 


Ope I 
Irmos: The children of those who were saved 
have concealed beneath the earth Him Who 
of old covered the pursuing tyrant with the 
waves of the sea; but let us chant unto the 
Lord like the maidens: Gloriously hath He 
been glorified. 


O holy new-martyrs of China, pray unto God for us! 
[hide not Thy truth in my heart, O Christ God, 
and hymn Thy salvation among all the nations. 
Wherefore, touch Thou my mouth, purifying my 
defilement with the burning coal of the Spirit, O 
Word, that with goodly words I may hymn the 
beautiful struggle of the protomartyrs of China. 
O holy Apostle Thomas, first to preach the 
Gospel in the land of the Yellow Emperor, rejoice 
now, beholding a worthy branch of Christ, the 
choir of the new-martyrs for the Orthodox Faith 
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preached by thee of old, a new boast and joy for the 
faithful. 

When ye sat in darkness and the shadow of 
death, ye were illumined by the light of Orthodoxy, 
and with your whole heart hastened to the one God, 
the Trinity alone. Wherefore, the faithful are now 
enlightened by your radiance. 

The most sacred name of Christ hath now been 
magnified by you in China, O all-praised passion- 
bearers; for remaining unshaken in your confession 
to the end, ye emulated the angels and astonished 
men. 
Theotokion: Truly, all generations magnify 
thee, O all-blessed Virgin! For, lo! even the land of 
China speaketh gratefully to thee by the mouths of 
the new-martyrs, saying: Rejoice, thou who with- 
out corruption gavest birth to our Savior! 


Ope III 
Irmos: Creation, beholding Thee, Who sus- 
pended the whole earth without support 
upon the waters, Thyself suspended upon 
Golgotha, was seized with great awe, crying 
out: None is holy save Thee, O Lord! 

Even though ye were born in a godless land, 
with love for God ye did search for the Truth; and 
in the Orthodox Church ye found the living Water 
which floweth unto life everlasting. 

An unexpected downpour of trials fell; rivers of 
wrath arose; and the storms of the heathen beset 
you, O valiant martyrs of Christ; but, faithful to 
Christ unto death, ye calmly endured to the end. 

We hymn your journey to the Jerusalem on 
high, and are amazed by your manly valor, O right 
wondrous ones; and our souls are delighted by your 
love for God. Wherefore, travel with us amid both 
joys and sorrows. 

If we are amazed at the lily which sprung forth 
amid thorns, how much more are we astonished by 
these brilliant stars which have shone forth clearly 
amid the depths of pagan darkness? We hymn you, 
O divinely radiant luminaries of the Far East! 

Theotokion: Having made His abode within 
thee, God in nowise disturbed the key of thy 
virginity, O pure one. Earnestly beseech Him, that 
He make steadfast all who hymn thee. 


Sessional hymn, in Tone VI[— 

Today doth this temple shine forth with heav- 
enly light! The assembly of the new-martyrs, an 
inexhaustible well-spring healing infirmities, 
giveth the life-bearing sweetness of its waters unto 
those who honor them with love, and drieth up the 
bitter spate of pleasures. 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

Having torn themselves away from their so- 
journ in this deceptive life, and cut themselves off 
by the torments of their crucified flesh, they re- 
mained faithful unto death, to our crucified God 
Who was born of thee in the flesh, O Virgin 
Mother. By their supplications and the divine 
Cross cleanse us of every sin, in that thou art good. 


Ope IV 
Irmos: Foreseeing Thy divine condescension 
upon the Cross, Habbakuk cried out in awe: 
Thou hast cut down the dominion of the 
mighty, O Good One, entering into fellow- 
ship with those who are in hades, in that 
Thou art Almighty. 


Oall-blessed martyrs, ye gave yourselves over to 
voluntary slaughter, and sanctified the land of 
China with your blood; and now, entreat Christ 
God in behalf of all who celebrate your memory 
with love. 

[O holy martyr Paul, pray to God for us!] 

O martyr Paul, namesake of Paul the great 
apostle of the nations! Full of joy, thou didst 
advance the preaching of the Gospel, and with 
prayer on thy lips didst surrender thy soul unto God 
Who was beloved of thee. 

[O holy martyr Ya Un, pray to God for us!] 

‘a Un, the blessed instructor in the Faith, was 
not afraid to suffer for Christ; and, twice tortured, 
finished the beautiful race in the pure Faith, as an 
unblemished ewe-lamb of Christ. 

[O holy martyr John, pray to God for us!] 

O child John, who lived in the world for eight 
years from thy birth, thou didst attain the measure 
of the stature of Christ, for thou wast slain for 
Christ, and like a lamb wast wholly consumed by 
fire. Rejoice now, O new Isaac! Rejoice, O most 


wondrous martyr! 
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Theotokion: O all-wondrous Theotokos, who 
gavest birth to the enlightenment of the world! 
With the new-martyrs now glorified never cease to 
entreat thy Son and God, that He grant enlighten- 
ment also to the Chinese people, sunk deep in 
idolatry, even at the end. 


Ove V 
Irmos: Isaiah, rising at dawn out of the night, 
and beholding the never-waning light of Thy 
theophany, O Christ, which hath mercifully 
come to pass for us, cried out: The dead shail 
rise up and those who are in the tombs shall 
arise, and all born on earth shall rejoice. 


Your memorial shineth forth, O faithful servants 
of Christ, and illumineth with fervor the hearts of the 
faithful who bow down with love before your hon- 
ored image and chant unto you: Rejoice, for ye are 
the great boast of the Orthodox Faith! 

O blessed favorites of Christ, forget not your 
earthly homeland. Dispel the darkness of opposi- 
tion to God; enlighten those who slumber in igno- 
rance; and unfailingly beseech Christ, that He grant 
unto all a time for repentance. 

Let us hymn the radiant children of China, 
slaughtered for Christ by the demonic pagans. Let 
us celebrate their memory now, looking mystically 
upon their struggle as like unto that of the inno- 
cents in Bethlehem, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

[O holy martyr John, pray to God for us!] 

O child John, who didst smile in the face of 
death, thou didst say unto the torturers: “It is not 
hard to suffer for Christ!” O wondrous scion of the 
land of China, fill thou our hearts with the sweet 
fragrance of thy meekness, 

Theotokion: Through the divine Spirit thou 
didst conceive in thy womb the Creator, God and 
Fashioner of all, O pure and most immaculate one. 
Glorifying Him, we hymn thee, O Virgin, as the 
palace of the King of all and the help of the world. 


Ope VI 
Irmos: Jonah was swallowed, but was not held 
fast in the belly of the monster; for, serving as 
an image of Thee, Who didst suffer and wast 


given over for burial, he issued forth from the 
whale as from a bridal chamber. And he said 
to the watchmen, the vain and false guard- 
ians: Ye have forsaken His mercy! 


[O holy hieromartyr Metrophanes, pray to God for us!] 
It is especially meet to sing thy praise, O first 

hieromartyr for the Orthodox Faith in China. Bless 

us from on high, O right laudable father, and offer 

up prayer to God for us. 

[O holy hieromartyr Metrophanes, pray to God for us!] 

Born to a family of Orthodox Christians, thou 
wast raised well in piety, and from thy youth didst 
love the True Faith, O right blessed Metrophanes. 
[O holy hieromartyr Metrophanes, pray to God for us!] 

Remaining unshaken in the Faith of Christ, 
thou wast counted worthy to suffer for Christ unto 
death. Wherefore, rejoice, O rule of faith, model of 
meekness, boast of piety! 

[O holy hieromartyr Metrophanes, pray to God for us!] 

Even though thou didst consider thyself un- 
worthy of the priestly calling, Nicholas, the great 
apostle of Japan, raised thee to the mountain of 
pastoral service to thy people; and now, standing 
before the Trinity with thine all-sacred instructor, 
pray ye earnestly, that our souls be saved. 

[O holy hieromartyr Metrophanes, pray to God for us!] 

Having first watered the field of souls with the 
sweat of thy ministry, and later strengthened the 
weak plants with the outpouring of thy blood, even 
after death thou carest for thy people, O glorious 
one. 

Theotokion: He Who was born of thee in the 
flesh made thee holier than the angels and higher 
than all creation; wherefore, as thou art our Mis- 
tress, with the new-martyrs of the land of China 
entreat thy Son and God in our behalf. 


Kontakion, in Tone I— 

O martyrs of these latter times, ye whitened your 
garments in the blood of the Lamb, and shed your 
own blood for Christ. Wherefore, ye now minister 
unto Him day and night in the Church of heaven. 
Therefore, entreat Christ for us, O glorious martyrs, 
that He hide His little flock from the beguilement of 
Antichrist, and that He lead all of us out of great 
tribulation unto a land of never-waning light. 


ay 


Ikos: The armies of the angels rejoiced when ye 
fled from the darkness of paganism to the light of 
Orthodoxy, cleansing your souls and bodies of sins 
through holy baptism. And having accepted the 
heavy lot to serve Christ in this age of new pagan- 
ism, we offer up before your icon such hymns as 
these: Rejoice, confessors of Christ amid this 
blasphemous age; rejoice, radiant stars of the East! 
Rejoice, faithful worshippers of the true God; re- 
joice, mighty contenders against the demons! Re- 
joice, beacons driving away pagan darkness; rejoice, 
ye who trampled the vile idols underfoot! Rejoice, 
all-wondrous lilies of China; rejoice, ye who pray 
fervently for the enlightenment of your race! Re- 
joice, much-suffering sheep of the Shepherd Who 
was slain for us; rejoice, towers of God-loving 
patience! Rejoice, fiery suns of divine love; rejoice, 
ye who from the night of ignorance attained unto 
the dawn of the knowledge of God! Rejoice, O 
glorious martyrs of China, who strengthen us to 


endure unto the end! 


Op: VII 
Irmos: O ineffable wonder! He, Who in the 
furnace delivered the venerable children from 
the flame, is laid in the grave, dead and devoid 
of breath, for the salvation of us who chant: O 
God our Deliverer, blessed art Thou! 
[O holy martyr Tatiana, pray to God for us!] 

Let us praise the martyr Tatiana, who was 
beheaded for Christ; for she intercedeth for us 
before the throne of the divine Trinity, that all who 
hymn her may be saved. 

[O holy martyr Isaiah, pray to God for us!] 

Possessed of prophetic zeal for Christ, O 
blessed Isaiah, thou didst not spare thy material 
flesh, considering temporal sufferings unworthy of 
the heavenly glory which would be manifest 
through them. 

[0 holy martyr Maria, pray to God for us!] 

O wondrous martyr Maria, betrothed of the all- 
glorious Isaiah, as the namesake of the all-pure 
Mother of God thou didst desire to die near her 
church, where thou wast born. 

Rejoice, ye hard diamonds, confessors of 
Christ! Rejoice, sure guardians of the faithful, 
partakers of the cup of Christ, who were baptized 


with His baptism! The whole Church now hymn- 
eth your great love for God. 

Theotokion: Through the Virgin, in place of our 
first mother, Thou becamest a New Adam in place of 
the first: true and immortal Life in place of death. 
Wherefore, knowing the Theotokos who gave Thee 
birth, all of us, the faithful, bless Thee as is meet. 


Ope VIII 

Irmos: Fall back in awe and fear, O heaven; 
and let the foundations of the earth be 
shaken! For, lo! He Who dwelleth in the 
highest is numbered among the dead and 
sojourneth as a stranger in a small tomb. Ye 
children, bless; ye priests, hymn; ye people, 
exalt Him supremely for all ages! 

O new-martyrs elect of God, ye surrendered 
yourselves into the hands of the torturers with 
unwavering faith—children and mothers, boys and 
girls, youths and maidens, the old and the young, 
those known and those unknown—O ye faithful 
worshippers of the true God, hymning and su- 
premely exalting the Lord for all ages. 

O glorious regiment of fearless warriors, by the 
severing of your members ye rent asunder the nets 
of the devil, and like stars of golden radiance 
illumined the land of China. With your effulgence 
enlighten us also, who glorify and supremely exalt 
the Lord in your temple. 

We glorify you, O most lauded new-martyrs, 
chosen beforehand by the Lord, Who loveth man- 
kind; and we pray: O assembly of silvery radiance, 
with your fervent supplications to God luminously 
shine forth rays of Orthodoxy in your land. 

O divinely eloquent David, prophesy now that 
the Lord hath brought together the nations whom 
He hath delivered from the hand of the enemy— 
from the east, and the west, from the north and the 
sea. For having found the Word of God to be living 
water, they water the souls of those who hymn them 
with love. 

Theotokion: Rejoice, thou who didst shine 
forth the Sun of righteousness upon the world, star 
of golden radiance, now illumining with rays of joy 
the first-crowned martyrs of the land of China! 
With them entreat thy Son, that He grant unto the 
world peace and great mercy. 


Ope IX 
Irmos: Lament Me not, O Mother, behold- 
ing in the tomb the Son Whom thou didst 
conceive in thy womb without seed; for I shall 
arise and be glorified, and as God everlasting 


shall I exalt with glory those who magnify 
thee with faith and love. 


O our joy, assembly of wondrous saints, honor- 
ing your great torments and tears, we beseech you 
with all our soul: Fail not to entreat Christ the King, 
that He grant salvation unto all who hasten to your 
church. 

We hymn you, the pillars of the Orthodox 
Church established firmly in the Far East, O all- 
praised ones. Wherefore, make us also firm in the 
Faith, and impart rivers of healings to the faithful. 

Though sharing a body with men, ye tran- 
scended the infirmity ofhuman nature and became 
an astonishment for the angels. Wherefore, ye 
strengthen the weak, heal the pangs of those who 
have recourse unto you with faith, and do away 
with the passions of those who pray to you, in that 
ye are all-wondrous passion-bearers. 

Theotokion: As the intercessor for all Chris- 
tians, O most immaculate Mother of God and 
Mistress, in that thou art merciful deliver thy 
suffering servants from misfortunes and tempta- 
tions, and heal those afflicted with cruel transgres- 
sions and beset by grievous wounds and ills. 


Exapostilarion: Spec. Mel.: “Hearken, ye 
women... — 

Today the firmament of heaven is adorned with 
new stars, with whose radiance the earthly sea 
emitteth rays of joy, and the faithful, illumined, 
join chorus, singing a hymn of victory to the 
Bestower of light. 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

Entreated by the supplications of the honored 
new-martyrs of China, O Virgin, Queen of all, 
remove the darkness of the soul from us, in that 
thou gavest birth for all to the only Bestower of 


light. 
On the Praises, 4 stichera, in Tone IV: Spec. Mel.: “As 


» 


one valiant among the martyrs... ”— 


The land of China now produceth for Christ 
the choir of blessed passion-bearers, the ten-score 
fruit of the two-century sowing of Russian preach- 
ers. Behold, they have enriched the beautiful 
wilderness with the outpouring of the blood of the 
sacred martyrs, whose healing memorial the 
Church of Christ doth now celebrate, whereon we 
also offer up the heartfelt praise: Rejoice, sure 
intercessors for those who hymn you! 

Today is glorified the choir of the holy new- 
martyrs who pleased the God of all in the land of 
China; and as we who honor them stand with 
compunction in their temple, they invisibly pray 
for us to Christ, heal the infirm, comfort the 
sorrowful, and grant peace and spiritual light to the 
tempest-tossed, by their splendid entreaties to God 
in behalf of us sinners. 

Today the East imparteth its rays to the whole 
world. Today the gloomy vales of deception are 
destroyed, and heathen superstition is confounded 
by worshippers of the Bestower of light who shone 
forth from among the nations. O glorious martyrs, 
stars illumining the setting of the corrupt world, 
today the divine Church is filled with your efful- 
gence, and the assembly of the faithful doth splen- 
didly join chorus for your sake. 

Today the heavenly granaries are filled with a 
multitude of wheat; today the land of China offer- 
eth Thee the firstfruits of its crop, O God, Creator 
of all. And accepting it upon Thy supercelestial 
altar, confirm that which Thou hast done for us. 
Increase the time we have for repentance, pour 
forth Thy mercy upon the whole world, and before 
the end enlighten the land of China with rays of 
Orthodoxy, having as fervent intercessors the choir 
of most excellent new-martyrs who glorified Thee 


there. 


Glory. .., in Tone VII— 

O vineyard planted by God, ye Cross-bearing 
multitude of wondrous passion-bearers, on your 
memorial which hath come do we flee unto you, O 
kindhearted ones. Accept from us these unworthy 
praises, and be ye helpers and sure mediators for 
those who with all their hearts cry out to you: 
Rejoice, O greatly merciful martyrs, never leaving 
those who honor you. 


= 


Now & ever...: Theotokion, in the same tone— 
O Mistress, accept the prayers of Thy servants, 
and deliver us from all want and grief. 


Great Doxology. Troparion. Litanies. Dismissal. 
First Hour. 


AT LITURGY 
On the Beatitudes, 8 troparia, from Odes III & VI of 
the canon of the martyrs. 


Prokimenon, in Tone IV— 

From the rising of the sun unto the going down of 
the same, the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

Stichos: From the lands hath He gathered them, 
from the east, from the west, from the north, 
and from the sea. 


EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, $99 [Rom. 8: 28-39] 
Brethren: We know that all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are the 
called according to His purpose. For whom He did 
foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom 
He did predestinate, those He also called: and whom 
He called, those He also justified: and whom He 
justified, those He also glorified. What shall we then 
say to these things? If God be for us, who can be 
against us? He Who spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with 
Him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any 
thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God Who 
justifieth. Who is he who condemneth? It is Christ 
Who died, yea rather, Who is risen again, Who is 
even at the right hand of God, Who also maketh 
intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or perse- 
cution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
As it is written: For Thy sake we are killed all the day 
long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him Who loved us. For I am persuaded 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Alleluia, in Tone VI— 

Stichos: The God of gods, the Lord, hath spoken, 
and He hath called the earth from the rising of 
the sun and unto the setting thereof. 

Stichos: Gather together unto Him His holy ones 
who have established His covenant upon 
sacrifices. 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN, § 52 
DN. 15: 17-16: 2] 

The Lord said to His disciples: “These things I 
command you, that ye love one another. If the 
world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it 
hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would 
love his own: but because ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you. Remember the word that I 
said unto you: The servant is not greater than his 
lord. If they have persecuted Me, they will also 
persecute you; if they have kept My saying, they will 
keep yours also. But all these things will they do 
unto you for My name’s sake, because they know 
not Him Who sent Me. If I had not come and 
spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now 
they have no cloak for their sin. He who hateth Me 
hateth My Father also. If I had not done among 
them the works which none other man did, they 
had not had sin: but now have they both seen and 
hated both Me and My Father. But this cometh to 
pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written 
in their law: They hated Me without a cause. But 
when the Comforter is come, Whom I will send 
unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
Who proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of 
Me: and ye also shalf bear witness, because ye have 
been with Me from the beginning. These things 
have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be 
offended. They shall put you out of the synagogues: 
yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you 
will think that he doeth God service.” 


Communion Verse— 
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous; praise is 
meet for the upright. 


Translated from the Church Slavonic by the reader 
Isaac E. Lambertsen. Copyright © 1997. 
All rights reserved by the translator. 
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property in Hebron should be returned to the Ecclesiastical 
Mission of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Rus- 
sia. They expressed apologies on behalf of the Palestinian 
Authority and assured members of the Synodal Commis- 
sion that they would report their recommendations and sug- 
gestions for a solution to President Arafat, who will have to 
make the final decision in this matter. 

“The Commission asks for everyone’s continuing 
prayers for a peaceful resolution to this problem.” 

In a subsequent release, responding to the unfortunate 
incident which preceded the seizure by several days, in 
which Patriarch Alexis H and those with him had been re- 
fused admittance to the monastery church (and then broke 
in), Metropolitan Vitaly indicated that he had written to 
Yassir Arafat affirming that “It is and will remain the 
policy of the Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox 
Church Outside of Russia to allow ALL pilgrims to visit 
all holy sites controlled by our Church.” 

It is noteworthy that civil courts in the British Pales- 
tinian Mandate, the Kingdom of Jordan, the state of Israel 
(each of which has governed the area since 1917), and the 
United States, examining the history of the Russian 
Orthodox Church and the canons governing her, have re- 
peatedly affirmed that the Russian Orthodox Church Out- 
side of Russia (the “Synod”) is the legitimate successor to 
the pre-revolutionary Church of Russia. Most notably, a 
civil court in Los Angeles in 1948 found that: 

“Purely and solely for purposes of political expedi- 
ency, the communist regime within Russia has from time to 
time since 1917 permitted an outward form of religious or- 
ganization to exist within the territory of Russia and within 
territory controlled by the Russian state ... known as the so- 


called Patriarchal Church, headed by the so-called Patriarch 
Alexy, but such forms of church organization that were per- 
mitted to exist within Russia since 1917 to the present time 
have been and are completely under the domination and 
control of the communist regime. The governing organs of 
the Church Abroad duly and regularly ... considered the 
canonic status of said so-called Patriarchal Church and ... 
duly and regularly decreed ... that said so-called Patriarchal 
Church within Russia never was, after the year 1927, a ca- 
nonical or lawful administration of the Church, and that it 
never had since 1927 any authority of any nature whatso- 
ever over any part or member of the Church inside or out- 
side the territory of Russia.... This Court finds that said so- 
called Patriarchal Church never was since 1927, and is not 
now, the canonica: or lawful organization of the Church, or 
ever had or has any authority of any nature whatsoever over 
any part or member of the Church outside the territory of 
Russia. At no time since in or about the year 1927 has there 
been a canonical and lawful supreme church administration 
of the Church within Russia, though there always were and 
still are very large numbers of bishops, priests and laymen 
within Russia who were and are faithful to the Church. This 
Court further finds that the so-called Patriarch Alexy was 
not in 1946, or at any time before or since then has been, the 
head of the Church; further finds that he has never had any 
authority of any nature whatever over any part or member 
of the Church outside the territory of Russia.” 
Obviously, nothing has changed 
Further information and an extensive collection of 
documents (including those from which this report is 
drawn) may be found on the web at: 
http://www.accessone.com/~bbarnes/hebron. htm 


Egg on face division... 
to those who have purchased.a copy of Canons to the Theoto- 
kos for Compline: unfortunately, there are serious errors in 
the text. You may either (a) send us a note requesting replace- 
ment sheets (please note how many copies you own), which 
you can use to repair the comb-bound book, or (b) return your 
copy(ies) for repair. We would appreciate having your re- 
sponse as quickly as possible, so that the matter may be laid 
to rest. The revised edition of the book (stock# D016, $35/ 
copy + P&H) will be available for shipping in August. 


The Path to Salvation (Theophan the Recluse), R346, 
hdbd, $25; R346a, paper, $20 + P&H 

The Unknown Catacomb, R348, hdbd, detailed descrip- 
tion & photos ofa newly-discovered Roman catacomb; some 
of the earliest known iconographic paintings, $40 + P&H 
Explanation of the Gospel of St. Luke (St. Theophylact), 
R348, hdbd, $22; R348a, paper, $16 

Six Lectures on the Mystery of Repentance, R347, paper, 
$3 + P&H 


Unhappy delays division... 
to those who have copies of the 2nd edition of the 
Order of Divine Services (D025) and/or the Spiri- 
tual Psalter (X040) on backorder... please be pa- 
tient! The former is held up by delays in efforts to 
improve it, the latter by the failure of the contracted 
printing house to produce an acceptable book. Both 
should be ready late August or early September. 


new books ? 


fa small sample 
more in the next issue) 


The Russian Orthodox Church Abroad: A Short History 
(St. John of San Francisco, together with a short life of the 
saint), R350, $4 + P&H 

The Septuagint with Apocrypha (Greek & English text), 
R351, hdbd, $50 + P&H 

The Great Collection of the Lives of the Saints, vol. III, 
Nov. (St. Dimitry), R352, hdbd, $35; R352a, paper, $28. 
History of the Monks of Syria (Theodoret of Cyrrhus), 
R353, paper, $14 + P&H 

Elder Anthony of Optina, R354, paper, $10 + P&H 
Elder Macarius of Optina, R355, paper, $14 + P&H 
Elder Ambrose of Optina, R356, paper, $17 + P&H 

On Miracles & Signs (Bp. Ignaty Brianchaninov), R357, 
paper, $3 + P&H 

The Sunday Octoechos, new trans. by Br. Isaac Lambert- 
sen. Complete, including many materials omitted from 
the Monastery of the Veil edition. Comb-bound, 
upgradeable, approx. 150pp. X049, $25 + P&H. 


The Menaion of the Orthodox Church, hardbound, 
volumes currently in print: 
I September, D042, 432pp, $135 + P&H 


IV December, D043, 432pp,, $135 + P&H 
VII April, D044, 192pp., $75 + P&H 

IX May, D037, 256pp., $85 + P&H 

XI August, D045, 352pp., $100 + P&H 


Prepaid orders (check, MO, VISA or MasterCard) to St. John of Kronstadt Press, 1180 Orthodox Way, Liberty TN 
37095, phone 615/536-5239, fax 615/536-5945. Minimum P&H $5 (in US, $7 elsewhere), orders up to $50 


